Lizard Point to Land’s End Shoreline Management Plan

MANAGEMENT UNIT STATEMENT
CARN-DU TO GWENNAP HEAD

KEY CHARACTERISTICS
Location

This is a long stretch of open coast, largely used for agriculture and nature conservation.
There are a number of small communities within the unit including the tiny harbour at
Lamorna, Boskenna, Penberth and Porthcurno. Within these, commercial and tourist facilities
are limited to car parks, village shops and toilet facilities. A key tourist attraction in this unit is
the Minack open-air theatre at Porthcurno which attracts a great number of visitors to the
area. A small number of bed and breakfast units, caravan and camp sites can also be found
at Treveran, Treen with a hotel at Lamorna. The National Trust retains a strong interest in this
unit, owning land along the coastline between Penberth and Porth Chapel.

Administrative Authority

Penwith District Council
Cornwall County Council

Nature of Existing Defences

* The only coastal defences along the entire frontage of this unit are located at Lamorna
Cove and these protect a car park and some cottages.

e The generally hard composition of the frontage coupled with relatively little coastal
development indicates that the construction of coastal defences is not a high priority along
this frontage.

Description of Beach

e Porthcurno beach composed of fine grained material.

* Light coloured and rounded quartz sand with approximately 30% shell fragments and
occasional mica grains.

e Beach gradient 1:40.

e Geology is mainly composed of Biotite granite.

* West of Boscawen Point there are localised outcrops of Head and a minor rocky beach is
exposed.

e Afew small isolated coves with small volumes of loose beach sediment.

Key Processes

e The only significant erosion along this frontage is taking place between Boscawen Point
and Mertrien Point.

* High energy coastline exposed to deep-sea waves. Only fully sheltered from westerly

waves and partly sheltered from south westerly waves.

Locally accelerated tidal currents in the vicinity of headlands such as Carn-du.

High tidal and wave energy will prevent accretion of sediments along the shore.

Sea bed drops steeply away from coastline.

Above factors mitigate against the formation of stable beaches.

Development at Risk

 Erosion between Boscawen Point and Mertrien Point is threatening the coastal footpath. In
the longer term a few farm buildings may become threatened.
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