Lizard Point to Land’s End Shoreline Management Plan

MANAGEMENT UNIT STATEMENT
GWENNAP HEAD TO LAND’S END

KEY CHARACTERISTICS

Location

This unit has no commercial or industrial interest with the exception of Land’s End, and land
use is limited to agriculture and small farming communities. The tourist centre at Land’s End
provides a major attraction to visitors throughout the study area.

Administrative Authority

Penwith District Council
Cornwall County Council

Nature of Existing Defences

e No significant structures.

Description of Beach

* A number of coves exist which contain beach material.
» Entire frontage comprises subvertical cliffs of hard Biotite Granite with narrow wave cut
platforms.

Key Processes

Erosion along this frontage is slow due to its hard erosion resistant granite composition.
Very high energy coastline, orientated normal to the predominant south westerly waves.
Locally accelerated currents in vicinity of Gwennap Head and Land's End.

High wave and tidal energy and steeply sloping seabed will prevent accretion of sediments
along the shore.

Development at Risk

* Earthworks at Carn Les Boel (SAM) are being cut off by erosion of inlets.
e Erosion threat to coastal path in places.

Natural Environment / Conservation

* The coastal cliffs of this unit are of considerable ecological interest. The wind clipped
maritime heath on and around Gwennap Head is of particular importance. Part of this unit
falls within the Porthgwarra to Pordenack Point ecological SSSI. The whole unit frontage is
also a CNC site.

Three Red Data Book plants grow in this unit.

Area important for breeding sea birds, e.g. kittiwakes, great black backed gulls and shags
Peregrine Falcon known to breed here.

Includes the Nanjizal GCR site lying within the Porthgwarra and Pordenack Point SSSI.

The entire unit frontage lies within an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, Heritage Coast
and Area of Great Landscape Value.
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