Lizard Point to Land’s End Shoreline Management Plan

MANAGEMENT UNIT STATEMENT
HOE POINT TO CUDDEN POINT

KEY CHARACTERISTICS
Location

A short stretch of coastline, this frontage comprises agricultural land backed by a number of
small hamlets such as Kenneggy. Prussia Cove provides a low key tourist attraction and
amenity area adjacent to the car park.

Administrative Authority

Kerrier District Council
Penwith District Council
Cornwall County Council

Nature of Existing Defences
* No significant structures, minor localised construction at King's Cove and Bessy's Cove.

Description of Beach

* Localised exposures of head material collapsing near centre of beach, providing some
beach sediment.

e Beach gradient approximately 1:25

¢ Surface material generally sand, however, gravel just beneath surface.

e Foreshore generally rocky and bare with some trapped sediment material within the
occasional cove.

e Sand beach at Kenneggy Sand overlying sand and gravel. Gravel being of slate origin.

Key Processes

e Low general erosion rate of the harder strata.

» Erosion rates of 0.46m/year average at Kenneggy Sand.

* Erosion of the coast is releasing some material to supply the sediment budget, but generally
at a slow rate.

e Strong tidal currents around Cudden Point with an offshore direction.

* Tendency for any materials in suspension to be carried offshore.

* Small stream outflowing to the sea through Kenneggy Sand.

Development at Risk

e Continued erosion threat to South West Coast Path behind Kenneggy Sands.
* Housing at Prussia Cove/Bessy's Cove at risk, some of which are Listed Buildings.

Natural Environment / Conservation

* Geological SSSI and GCR site from Cudden Point to Prussia Cove. Remainder under CNC
Site designation.

Maritime grassland, scrub, heathland and cliff communities.

Nationally scarce flora including one Red Data Book plant.

Good rock pool fauna and flora in Prussia Cove area.

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.
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