Lizard Point to Land’s End Shoreline Management Plan

MANAGEMENT UNIT STATEMENT
KYNANCE CLIFF TO PREDANNACK HEAD

KEY CHARACTERISTICS
Location

This unit is largely undeveloped and contains no bathing beaches, with the rough upland
being used for agriculture (coastal grazing) and nature conservation. There are three farms
clustered to the north of the management unit which are now owned by the National Trust.
These farms are largely managed for nature conservation.

The main development of this unit is Predannack Airfield, much of which is also owned by the
National Trust and leased to the Ministry of Defence. The airfield is presently used by student
pilots from nearby RNAS Culdrose.

Administrative Authority

Kerrier District Council
Cornwall County Council

Nature of Existing Defences

e No significant structures.

Description of Beach

e Exposed rock platforms with thin patchy sediment.

* Resilient cliffs, although prone to undercutting and preferential erosion of intrusions causing
localised landslides which contribute significant beach material.

e Limited beach deposits both at the shoreline and in the nearshore zone.

Key Processes

Erosion of approximately 0.2m/year.

Strong tidal action around Predannack Head.

Little alongshore movement.

Low rate of sediment supply from erosion.
Cross-shore movement of material in nearshore zone.
Accelerated tidal currents along frontage.

Development at Risk
* Erosion threatening South West Coast Path and old Cornish hedgelines.
Natural Environment / Conservation

* Important flora and fauna interest on the cliff top and face, with many Red Data Book plants
and invertebrates, including endangered weevil, Cathormiocerus brittanicus.

e SAC, SSSI, NCR, NNR and Biogenetic Reserve designations, along with eight Cornwall

Nature Conservation Sites.

Peregrine falcons are known to have bred here in recent years.

Nationally important geological sites.

High landscape interest with AONB and Heritage Coast designations.

Vegetated sea cliff communities of particular interest.

Area of Great Scientific Value.
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