Lizard Point to Land’s End Shoreline Management Plan

MANAGEMENT UNIT STATEMENT
LIZARD POINT TO KYNANCE CLIFF

KEY CHARACTERISTICS
Location

This unit includes the most southerly point in England, the Lizard. There is little development
along this frontage, with the Lizard village set back from the southern end, and a few
scattered buildings at Kynance Cove, where a car park, toilets and houses lie near the cliff
edge. A café and shop at the back of the beach also provide facilities for visitors.

The unit incorporates the sizeable National Trust property at Kynance and Lizard Downs,
which comprise mostly agricultural land and large areas of open space.

Administrative Authority

e Kerrier District Council
e Cornwall County Council

Nature of Existing Defences
* No significant structures

Description of Beach

Sand / shingle beaches at Kynance Cove and Pentreath.

Sand beach at Kynance extends as far as Asparagus Island at LWM.

Beach mainly composed of locally generated material although some flint observed.
Pentreath beach consists of a mixture of rounded particles from sand to cobble size.
Resilient cliffs, although prone to undercutting due to aggressive wave action and
preferential erosion of intrusions causing localised landslides which provide significant
beach material.

Key Processes

Erosion rate of approximately 0.2m/year at Pentreath.
Accretion of the low water mark at around 0.3m/year.
Some onshore/offshore movement.

Little alongshore movement.

Low rate of sediment supply from erosion.

Development at Risk

» Cliff erosion at Pentreath poses long term threat to coastal path.

Natural Environment / Conservation

* Rich and diverse flora and fauna interest on the cliff top and face, with many Red Data
Book plants and invertebrates.

e SAC, SSSI, NCR, NNR and Biogenetic Reserve nature conservation designations.

e Ten Cornwall Nature Conservation Sites within this unit.

* Vegetated sea cliff and rock crevice communities of special interest, particularly at Kynance
Cove and Caerthillian Valley.

* Nationally important geological site between Caerthillian and Kennack designated SSSI and
GCR.
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