Lizard Point to Land’s End Shoreline Management Plan

. MANAGEMENT UNIT STATEMENT
PENZANCE HARBOUR TO NEWLYN HARBOUR

KEY CHARACTERISTICS

Location

Urban and commercial developments form the major land use component of this unit.
Tourism has traditionally been paramount along this stretch of coastline with a large number
of local industries and commercial properties geared towards the tourist trade. Provision of
visitor accommodation and facilities with its associated job creation has led to the
development of Penzance and Newlyn as important tourism centres in southern Cornwall.

Administrative Authority

Penwith District Council
Cornwall County Council

Nature of Existing Defences

Virtually the entire frontage of this unit is defended by sea defence structures apart from a
small section defined as coastal protection wall at Battery Rocks which protects the Jubilee
open air swimming pool. ;

Sea defence walls constructed mostly between 1900 and 1950 and generally in good
condition.

Newlyn Harbour's North and South Breakwaters form an important element of the sea
defences. Recently a rock bund has been constructed in front of the Newlyn Coombe river
to prevent flooding of the adjacent properties during storm events.

Description of Beach

Frontage composed predominantly of Head and Alluvium overlying metamorphosed Mylor
Slates, mostly hidden by the sea wall and development.

Gradient varies up to 1:6.

Sand, gravel and shingle beach with larger collections of bedrock.

Key Processes

No measured erosion rates are available. The foreshore levels in front of the coastal
defences at Penzance have however been reported to have fallen significantly during the
last 30 years.

Eroding foreshore, falling beach levels.

No natural recharge source from protected and resistant local shoreline.

Frontage sheltered from predominant south westerly waves.

Low sediment transport potential.

Area of weak tidal currents, susceptible to wind currents of varying speed and direction.

Development at Risk

Reduction of foreshore levels fronting coastal defences at Penzance causing increased
risk of undermining.

Periodic overtopping along frontage during storm conditions (residential/commercial
properties and a number of recreational facilities including tennis courts/bowling green)
Overtopping along northern breakwater at Newlyn Harbour affecting properties, garage
and shops.
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