Lizard Point to Land’s End Shoreline Management Plan

MANAGEMENT UNIT STATEMENT
PEDNGWINIAN TO PORTHLEVEN

KEY CHARACTERISTICS
Location

This management unit is largely the responsibility of the National Trust as owners of the
Penrose Estate. The frontage includes the town of Porthleven, a residential and tourist centre
providing recreation, shopping and commercial facilities, and the only part of the unit not
owned by the Trust.

Other developments in the area include Penrose House and the village of Gunwalloe, which
is set back from Fishing Cove. Several car parks also provide visitor access to the coastal
path. Land to the south of Porthleven is restricted to agriculture and nature conservation with
limited vehicular access. The key landscape and conservation features of the unit are Loe Bar
and Loe Pool, a freshwater lagoon separated from the sea by a shingle bar.

Administrative Authority

Kerrier District Council
Cornwall County Council

Nature of Existing Defences

* This unit contains major coast protection works at Porthleven. Constructed between 1987
and 1994 the walls are in good condition.

* Seawall recently constructed at Breageside on the western side of Porthleven Harbour.
Smaller seawalls also protect property along this frontage.

* At Gunwalloe Fishing Cove a private wall has been erected to maintain access to the
beach, and prevent erosion.

* Loe Bar is a natural feature protecting Loe Pool, and hence the town of Helston, which
backs the Pool. Breaches of the bar have been artificially repaired and a drain and tunnel
installed to allow outflow from the Pool to the sea.

* Harbour structures exist at Porthleven. Whilst these were not constructed for coastal
defence purposes they will affect coastal processes in their immediate area.

Description of Beach

Halzephron Cove

e Rock head observed on southern end of beach at low tide.

Beach material of sand / gravel composition.

Small volumes of sand on beach.

Landfill debris at rear of beach /cliff toe.

Courser sediments at Gunwalloe where shingle extraction occurs.

Porthleven Beach

Loe Bar, young feature, material not of local origin.

Bar contains annually laminated sediments with alternating fine and coarse sediments.
Rapid erosion of head material near Tye Rocks providing beach sediment.

Loose beach material comprised of course sand and fine gravel.

Beach gradient west of Loe Bar 1:8 — 1:10

Bedrock at shallow depth.

Beach material containing a large volume of flint and chert of non-local origin.

Beach most probably derived from a finite offshore relic deposit.
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