Lizard Point to Land’s End Shoreline Management Plan

MANAGEMENT UNIT STATEMENT
RINSEY HEAD TO HOE POINT

KEY CHARACTERISTICS
Location

This unit incorporates Praa Sands, a popular tourist resort with a good beach, a number of cafes,
shops and holiday accommodation. The beach is bounded by Hoe Point to the west and Rinsey
Head to the east. Praa Green, a large area of Open Space consists of a coastal strip of
windblown sand dunes and open cliff top, much of which is owned by the National Trust. The
settlement is surrounded predominantly by agricultural land under permanent pasture and grazing
regimes.

Administrative Authority

Kerrier District Council
Cornwall County Council

Nature of Existing Defences

* Masonry and concrete walls and naturally occurring rock revetment protect properties along the
western frontage of Praa Sands. Defences constructed, in 1997, to protect the commercial area
of Sydney Cove consist of a sheet piled wall with infill concrete, 2 tonne rock armour revetment
and reformed coastal slope.

Description of Beach

* Praa Sands appears to have been formed within a valley cut into the local rocks. To the east the
beach is protected by a headland (Rinsey Head) comprising a granite outcrop. To the west a
dyke of Quartz Feldspar (Hoe Point) defines the western limit of the beach.

* Anexposure of Head material, overlain by layers of alluvium, peat and blown sand occurs along
the beach backshore.

e Possible existence of a deeper peat layer on beach as a submerged forest is reportedly
present.

* Beach predominantly composed of sand, although at western end a large number of cobbles
and boulders are present.

* Accumulation of cobbles at cliff base originating from head and adjacent granite outcrop.

* Generally well sorted material containing 70% light quartz and 30% dark.

Key Processes

e Strong influence of geology on the coastal process evident with the soft Head deposits most
prone to erosion.

Erosion to east of Sydney Cove generally 0.7m year.

Erosion to west of Sydney Cove generally 0.1 to 0.2m year.

Nearshore significant wave heights of up to 5m have been predicted for the frontage.

Locally accelerated currents around Rinsey Head and Hoe Point.

High sediment transport potential both alongshore and cross-shore.

Development at Risk

* FErosion rates at Praa Sands are considerable and could ultimately affect the Pengersick area
with its Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas, including Pengersick Castle.

e Threat to road, coastal footpath, parking and housing at Sydney Cove.

» Continued erosion likely to affect many buildings, service roads and public access/amenity
facilities used by visitors to the beach.
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Natural Environment / Conservation

Two CNC sites within study frontage.

Folly Rocks at the western end of the frontage is designated a geological SSSI and GCR site.
Geological SSSI at Porthcew.

The whole unit lies within the Cornwall Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Rinsey Head supports breeding kittiwakes.

Human Environment

Nine SAMs in the Praa Sands area of national significance.

Small Conservation Area at Praa Sands around Pengersick Farm.

Pengersick Castle, Grade | Listed Building, lies in Conservation Area of Praa Sands.

Praa Sands is the premier resort beach on the south coast, thus the protection of the beach, as
an amenity facility, and the facilities that serve it, is a planning priority.

Beach access restricted to a number of controlled points.

Car parking limited to Sydney Cove and Praa Green.

Slipway access at Sydney Cove.

Beach used locally for surfing.

South West Coast Path crosses bay.
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