Land’s End to Hartland Point Shoreline Management Plan

KEY CHARACTERISTICS
Location

Porthmeor is the main tourist beach in St Ives due to both the extent of the beach and its
relative ease of access, compared to St Ives’ other beaches. There are commercial and
residential assets along the back of the entire beach, and it is overlooked by the ‘Tate of the
West' art gallery.

Administrative Authority

Penwith District Council
Cornwall County Council

Nature of Existing Defences

Low wall to beach chalets at western end.

Seawalls to highway at western end.

Properties/walls to base of properties forming majority of defences.

High beach limits exposure of defences (this manually reprofiled on an annual basis to
reduce levels directly in front of properties).

Description of Beach

Marked sand berm about HWM.

Shingle at base of UFS overlies rock platform.
Low sand ridge on LFS.

Quartz/lithic/shell 15-15-70.

Key Processes

Beach originally formed of Head material from backing lowlands — now underlies sand.
Today offshore carbonates are main source of material.

Beach is stable given continued inputs of carbonate material.

Sand reprofiling undertaken annually due to significant build up at back of beach.
Existing defences are not detrimental to the beach or sediment processes.

Development at Risk

o Degradation of defences under do nothing would cause flooding and erosion of properties
along back of beach.

Natural Environment / Conservation

e Theisland at St lves marks the western boundary of the nationally important marine and
intertidal habitats within the adjacent St Ives Bay SMA, although no features of special
interest have been recorded here.

Human Environment

e Porthmeor Beach is very important for the tourist industry attracting visitors either for
passive recreation (picnicking etc) or active recreation (eg: surfing, sailing, boating etc).
Several commercial and residential properties back the beach.

The beach road follows the shoreline behind the beach providing good access.

There are car parking facilities for Porthmeor beach.

The South West Coast Path extends along the beach frontage.
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e There is public slipway access from the beach.
e Tourist and recreational facilities include shops, PCs and a café.
e Area of palaeo-environmental potential.
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