Land’s End to Hartland Point Shoreline Management Plan

KEY CHARACTERISTICS
Location

This unit covers the St Ives frontage from ‘The Island’ to Pedn Olva, which is generally low
lying. This includes Porth Gwidden, Bamaluz Cove and Harbour beaches. The frontage is
developed throughout and, around the harbour, is backed by the town's main commercial
centre. The entire frontage is of historic importance, with the harbour a Medieval feature.

Administrative Authority

Penwith District Council
Cornwall County Council

Nature of Existing Defences

Low walls at back of beach protecting chalet/huts and car park at Porthgwidden.
Walls at base of properties forming defence between Balamuz Point and Pier.
Breakwater providing some protection to harbour.

Masonry walls around back of harbour fronting road and commercial properties.

Description of Beach

e Series of pocket beaches protected by rocky headlands and harbour jetty.

e Windblown sand at top of Porthgwidden Beach.

e Bamaluz Cove cliff defences recently reconstructed and rubble being wave-sorted; sand
down to foreshore break, rocky LFS; variable beach due to reconstruction.

e Rounded boulders <40cm form storm beach at Lifeboat Beach, covered by shallow-profile
wet sand down-beach.

e Quartz/lithic/shell (average all beaches) 20-10-70.

Key Processes

Material originally derived from backing Head deposits — now covered by sand.
Today offshore carbonates are main source of material.

Beaches are stable given continued inputs of carbonate material.

Existing defences are not detrimental to sediment supply or transport mechanisms.

Development at Risk

e Do nothing would give increased long term risk of flooding as defences slowly degrade.

» Erosion resulting from loss of defences would cause loss of residential and commercial
properties.

e Long term deterioration of harbour breakwaters would increase exposure of town
frontage.

Natural Environment / Conservation

e There are no nature conservation designations within the St Ives area.
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Human Environment

Porthgwidden beach and St Ives town beach are important for the tourist industry as they
attract visitors either for passive recreation (picnicking etc) or active recreation (egq:
surfing, sailing, boating etc).

The harbour provides shelter to a small fishing industry and is one of the few locations for
launching of trailer-borne recreational boats.

Windsurfing is a popular recreational activity and there are ski hire facilities on the
harbour frontage.

There is a lifeboat station adjacent to Western Pier.

Numerous shops, cafes, amusements, museums and galleries line the harbour frontage.
An access road runs along the harbour frontage.

St. Ives has been designated as a Conservation Area and Historic Settlement due to its
Medieval port.

A Medieval lighthouse chapel, 16" Century fortification and later battery stand on the
promenade known as ‘The Island’.

Area of palaeo-environmental potential.
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