Land’s End to Hartland Point Shoreline Management Plan

f AREASTATEMENT e

_ GODREVY POINT TO TREVOSE HEAD (7A3)

GENERAL DESCRIPTION

The shoreline of this Area is relatively straight, running generally northwestwards as far as
Newquay and then northwards to Trevose Head. It has a number of prominent headlands
from Navax Point to St Agnes Head, Penhale Point and the various points, bays and inlets of
the Newquay area. From there north, the coastline is relatively uniform until Trevose Head is
reached. The length between the two boundary headlands is approximately 42km.

With the geological (structural) trend being east-west, more resistant sedimentary strata tend
to give west-pointing headlands, although Cligga Head, Park Head and Trevose Head are
due to the presence of hard igneous rocks.

There are two sites of international environmental importance on this coast, with many others
designated under national categorisations. There are also archeological interests within this
Area.

The most prominent settlement on this coast is the town of Newquay, whilst other areas, such
as Perranporth and St Agnes also have large developed areas. Other villages tend to be
more isolated and spaced along the coast such as Portreath, Porthtowan, Pentire, Trenance,
Porthcothan and Constantine Bay. Whilst the more established settlements have grown up
around the primary industries of mining, fishing and farming, they now also support the tourist
trade, in particular Perranporth and Newquay which have extensive facilities and
accommodation.

ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORITIES

Penwith District Council (west of Fishing Cove)

Kerrier District Council (Fishing Cove to Porthowan)
Carrick District Council (Porthtowan to Porth Joke)
Restormel District Council (Porth Joke to Mawgan Porth)
North Cornwall District Council (North of Mawgan Porth)
Cornwall County Council

COASTAL PROCESSES (Vol 2:Part 1)

This varied coastline from Godrevy Point to Trevose Point faces the Atlantic and possesses a
range of coastal features, ranging from wide sandy beaches, “towan” dunes and rocky
sediment free areas. The Area is characterised by bold cliffs incised by steep valleys. The
general appearance of many of the cliffs here is governed by the fact that they are cut into
one or other of several marine erosion platforms, such as between Navax Head and
Portreath. Elsewhere there are seaward sloping “hogs back” type cliffs. The expanses of dune
at Penhale Sands break up the essentially cliffed topography that predominate elsewhere.
Further north, the Gannel Estuary represents the only micro sediment sink in the Area, lying
between the two exposed headlands of Pentire Point East and Pentire Point West.

There are four potential sources of sediment supply within this Area. CIiff erosion and
associated rockfalls are one source of supply, though these are sporadic in occurrence. Large
landslides occur to the north of Portreath (where east-west faults dip northwards producing
facets in the upper cliff), south of Porth Towan, Trevaunance Cove, Holywell Bay, Whipsiderry
to Watergate (Dartmouth Slates), Tregurrian, Park Head and to the north of Constantine Bay.
Despite these observations, nowhere are cliff erosion rates predicted to exceed 3 metres over
the next 100 years. Rock contribution to sediment input will be infrequent and only of
significance to the backshore zone.

SMP 7A & 7BNVOLUME 1/PART 5/4.99 7A-3.1 HALCROW













































