Land’s End to Hartland Point Shoreline Management Plan

_ MANAGEMENT UNIT STATEMENT

. MAWGANPORTH

KEY CHARACTERISTICS
Location

This unit covers the developed frontage of Mawgan Porth. The village consists largely
scattered houses, with developments including a car park and tourist facilities along the back
of the beach. In the centre of the frontage the beach is backed by degraded sand dunes
which protect backing properties.

Administrative Authority

Restormel Borough Council
Cornwall County Council

Nature of Existing Defences

Short length of masonry wall below road on cliffs on south side of river exit.

Unprotected clay bank in front of road on south side of bridge.

Stone training walls either side of river exit, seaward of road bridge.

Low sand banks/dunes in front of road and commercial properties on north side of river
exit, fronted by gabions.

Sand dunes back much of beach, with road and residential properties behind.

e Rocks placed at base of dunes at their northern limit.

Description of Beach

Cliffed pocket beach.

Sand hills backshore at mid-beach.

Outlet for River Menalhyl and tributaries.

River occasionally switches outlet fan-wise on beach.

UFS sand with gentle slope, LFS has low sand ridge and trough.
Quartz/lithic/shell 20-20-60.

Key Processes

Beach was probably originally formed of glacial outwash material.

Some limited feed of material from erosion of cliffs on the north side of bay.

Gravel material supplied from river, of little real significance.

Carbonate material today forms great majority of beach sediments.

Beach is stable given continued carbonate inputs.

The existing defences are not disruptive to sediment supply or transport to other areas.

It is believed that the wall adjacent to the cliffs on the south side of the river is promoting
erosion next to the bridge.

» Defences placed in front of the dunes may be detrimental to beach/dune sediment
interaction.

Development at Risk
 Cliff falls may threaten footpath and properties at north end in the long term.

¢ Risk of flooding of low lying café, etc were defences allowed to fail.
* Loss of defences along toe of dunes may increase erosion — no developments at risk.
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Natural Environment / Conservation

e The sandy beach and degraded dune system are included within the coastal CNC site
and the North Coast AGSV.

Human Environment

e The South West Coast Path follows the cliff line and beach frontage of the cove.

e The coastal slope behind the sand dunes is developed with a combination of residential
and tourist accommodation.

e A road and several commercial buildings back onto the southern end of the beach,
protected by a series of walls.

e Tourist and recreational facilities include parking facilities, a public house, shops, a café
and PCs.
Surfing is a popular recreational activity.

e Remains of a Dark Age settlement at Mawgan Porth have been designated a Scheduled
Monument.

* Prehistoric submerged forest recorded at Mawgan Porth.
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