Land’s End to Hartland Point Shoreline Management Plan

T UNIT

KEY CHARACTERISTICS

Location

Newquay is the main holiday resort in Cornwall, with the industry very much based around the
attraction of its coastline. The Management Unit covers the main developed frontage of the
town extending from the harbour to Porth Beach. This includes areas of commercial, tourist
and residential developments, and open recreational land.

Administrative Authority

Restormel Borough Council
Cornwall County Council

Nature of Existing Defences

Breakwaters sheltering harbour.

Masonry walls fronting promenade and commercial properties (plus access road)below
cliffs behind Towan Beach.

Beach drainage scheme in operation at Towan Beach (due to cease in 1999 but with
monitoring continued).

Masonry walls providing beach access ramp to Great Western Beach.

Low concrete wall fronting beach huts below cliffs in Tolcarne Beach.

Low concrete wall fronting commercial premises below cliffs in Lusty Glaze.

Masonry walls fronting residential properties and hotels on south side of Porth Beach.
Concrete walls at rear of Porth Beach fronting highway, commercial and residential
properties.

Description of Beach

Pocket beaches with flanking cliffed headlands and backshore.

Towan Beach has more protection from headland to W and island to E, but lies
significantly lower than other beaches and has lesser gradient.

Medium to coarse sand with few pebbles on all beaches, but Tolcarne has coarser <5mm
granules.

Porth Beach is funnel-shaped river mouth with river running along N side, large
UFS/storm beach and sand ridge on S side, long LFS with slight sand ridges and
streamlets.

Shingly sand has slate, sandstone, vein quartz and rounded quartz pebbles.
Quartz/lithic/shell (Towan, Great Western) 10-20-70.

Quartz/lithic/shell (Tolcarne, Lusty Glaze) 10-40-50.

Quartz/lithic/shell (Porth) 10-25-65.

Key Processes

Beach was probably originally formed of glacial outwash material.

River valley Head deposits underlying sand were original beach material at Newquay.
Carbonate material today forms great majority of beach sediments.

Sediments move between the beaches.

Beach is stable given continued carbonate inputs.

None of the existing defences have a significant impact upon sediment supply or
transport.

Gravel material supplied from river, of little significance (Porth).

Greater levels of course sediment on Tolcarne Beach only explained by dumping of
material.
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Development at Risk

Cliff instability is main problem at Newquay.
Developments along the back of beaches at Newquay would be at risk from erosion
under do nothing.

e Loss of the training wall at Porth beach would possibly allow river to flow along, and
undercut, seawalls and properties.

e Loss of walls at Porth would lead to flooding of low lying properties under extreme water
levels.

Natural Environment / Conservation
e There are no sites of nature conservation interest within this area.
Human Environment

e Newquay is the major holiday resort in Cornwall

e The historic harbour has small numbers of fishing vessels.

Sailing is a popular recreational activity within the harbour whilst surfing and surf life

saving are focused on the open coast frontage.

There is a lifeboat station at South Pier.

Road access extends along the entire Newquay cliff top frontage.

Slipway access in Newquay harbour, Towan and Great Western beaches and at Porth.

Cliffs east of Towan beach are closely backed by a mix of hotels and commercial

developments.

e Newquay forms part of the Newquay-Porthcothan-The Rumps Area of Great Historic
Value (AGHV).

e Three barrows backing onto Tolcarne beach are designated Scheduled Ancient
Monuments.
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