Land’s End to Hartland Point Shoreline Management Plan

KEY CHARACTERISTICS
Location

The frontage of this unit includes the popular amenity beach of Porthtowan. The backing
village has scattered developments adjacent to the beach, including a café and car park. The
centre of the beach is backed by an area of low dunes.

Administrative Authority

Carrick District Council
Cornwall County Council

Nature of Existing Defences

e Stone gabions at back of beach retaining sand for car park and commercial premises.
e Low level dunes fronting open space, holiday flats and road behind.
e Short length of masonry wall in front of holiday flats.

Description of Beach

e Funnel-mouth of Porthtowan stream opens onto shoreline with rock cliffs either side.

e Cobble and boulder storm beach at top of UFS.

e Stream flows over storm beach and down UFS, deflected N by cusped shingle ridge then
out over LFS.
Backshore of sand hills NE of stream, sand and scattered pebbles above HWM.
UFS has steep forward face at cusped ridge.

e UFS shingle of slate and vein quartz pebbles, sandy matrix, lateral streaks of coarser
pebbles and cobbles down to seepage line.

e LFS has braided streamlets on sand.

e Sand may derive from head in cliffs and inland.

e Quartz/lithic/shell (sand fraction) 20-35-45.

Key Processes

Beach originally formed of Head material derived from river valley.

Limited contemporary fluvial inputs to beach.

Offshore carbonate material is key contemporary source of beach sediments.

Mine waste would once have been a significant contributor to the beach.

Beach probably stable in long term through supply of carbonate material.

Gabions may limit sediment exchange between dunes and beach but not likely to be a
significant issue.

* Nodisruption to sediment supply or movements beyond this management unit.

Development at Risk

* Anylong term deterioration of current defences could threaten parking areas.
e Flooding into valley would threaten very few properties.
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Natural Environment / Conservation

* Although the beach is included within the extensive coastal SSSI between Godrevy Head
and St Agnes, no specific features of interest have been highlighted on the beach itself.

e The adjacent cliffs within the SSSI support maritime heathland, grassland and cliff
habitats with a rich and diverse flora and fauna.

e The clifftop habitats immediately to the north are also a cSAC site for the colonies of Early
Gentian growing on short calcareous grassland.

Human Environment

e Car park, café facilities and shop situated alongside beach on the south side of the
dunes.

The sloped south side of the valley is developed with a number of houses.

Numerous chalets and flats occupy the north side of the dunes.

Access roads extend either side of the beach.

The wide beach is a popular amenity and good for surfing and shore angling.

Land bordering the north of Porthtowan is in National Trust ownership.

There is slipway access to the shoreline.

A submerged forest has been recorded at Porthtowan.

SMP 7A & 7B NOLUME 1/PART 5/4.99 7A-3.22 HALCROW



















