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KEY CHARACTERISTICS
Location

This unit includes the entire developed frontage of Portreath. The town is centred on an area
of developments along the back of the beach, including the harbour, with the adjacent cliffs
backed by developments.

Administrative Authority

Kerrier District Council
Cornwall County Council

Nature of Existing Defences

Rock/masonry walls in cove at western boundary of Portreath.
Masonry walls at cliff base beneath properties and highway along west side of Portreath
beach.

e Concrete walls and promenade fronting car park.

e Masonry harbour breakwater.

e Masonry quay walls throughout harbour, backed by commercial and residential
properties.

e Timber flood gate across enclosed beach within harbour, backed by commercial and
residential properties.

Description of Beach

Cliff-backed deltaic outlet of Portreath stream.

Rocky foreshore around breakwater and under W headland.

Clear zonation into backshore, UFS and LFS, well marked seepage line.
Backshore is sandy, some wind-blown, scattered pebbles.

UFS is shingle and pebbly sand, LFS sand with numerous braided streamlets.
Pebbles are vein quartz, slate and dark rocks.

Scattered cobbles on UFS/LFS at foot of W cliff.

Quartz/lithic/shell 20-40-40

Key Processes

Beach originally formed of Head material derived from two river valleys.

Limited contemporary fluvial inputs to beach.

Offshore carbonate material is key contemporary source of beach sediments.

Mine waste would once have been a significant contributor to the beach.

Beach may slightly reduce in long term through attrition of material.

The existing defences have no detrimental impact upon sediment supply or sediment
transport.

Development at Risk

e Wall fronting mini-golf course would be weak link under ‘do nothing’ with failure resulting
in flooding of low lying properties.

e Long term erosion could threaten road, car park and properties along back of beach / top
of cliffs.

e Potential flooding of properties behind harbour.
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Natural Environment / Conservation

e Although the beach is included within the extensive coastal Godrevy Head to St Agnes
SSSI, no specific features of interest have been highlighted on the beach itself.

e The adjacent cliffs support diverse maritime heathland and grassland habitats including
several nationally rare plant species.

Human Environment

e Surfing and shoreline angling are popular recreational activities.

e An access road runs east into the town.

e Harbour arm shelters the entrance to the harbour.

e Tourist and recreational facilities include a pub, café, shops and toilets near the beach.

e There is public slipway access within the harbour.

e Small numbers of fishing vessels utilise the harbour.

e Portreath is designated a Historic Village worthy of protection due to its historic industrial
port.

e The Daymark on Lighthouse Hill is a Scheduled Monument.

e National Trust own the foreshore and backing land bordering the west of Portreath at the

headland of Western Hill.
e Prehistoric submerged forest recorded at Portreath.
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