Land’s End to Hartland Point Shoreline Management Plan

~ MANAGEMENTUNT

KEY CHARACTERISTICS
Location

This unit includes Trevaunance Cove, which forms a coastal extension of the village of St
Agnes. This is a popular amenity beach which historically had a harbour (on the west side)
used for the export of mined material. The beach is today backed by recreational facilities
including beach huts and a café.

Administrative Authority

Carrick District Council
Cornwall County Council

Nature of Existing Defences

e Masonry walls to west of slipway, fronting various properties and the road.
o Slipways, also providing cliff toe protection.
e Concrete/masonry walls in front of restaurant and beach huts.

Description of Beach

e Pocket beach with steep stream valley behind.

» UFS has cobbles and boulders at base of cliffs, shingle cusps at HWM, pebbly sand
below.

e LFS has sand with stream spreading out across it, some braided streamlets; well marked
seepage line.

e Pebbles of vein quartz, slate and black rocks from mines, also flakes of mica in sand.
Quartz/lithic/shell 20-50-30.

Key Processes

Beach originally formed of Head material derived from river valley.

Some local inputs of very coarse material from cliffs.

Offshore carbonate material supplies beach sediments.

Mine waste would once have been a significant contributor to the beach.

Carbonate and cliff fall material will feed beach, however, attrition may cause beach
reduction.

» Exsting defences will reduce sediment supply to the local beach but not have any
detrimental impact upon sediment transport.

Development at Risk

e Erosion of undefended cliffs will threaten outflanking of beach huts.

e Loss of defences would result in loss of restaurant and properties at back of beach.

e Long term erosion would possibly threaten properties including pumping station on cliffs
in west of cove.

Natural Environment / Conservation

e The mineralisation exposed in the geological SSSI at Trevaunance Cove is a type
example of mineral zonation around a granite pluton with both tin and copper bearing
veins.

e The St Agnes VMCA is centred on the beach at Trevaunance where the rocky shore
exposes a diverse fauna including velvet swimming crabs, star ascidian and anemones.

» Seabirds nest on the adjacent cliffs whilst puffins are still present on Bawden Rocks
offshore.
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The spectacular rocky cliffed coastline is included within the Cornwall AONB and the St
Agnes Heritage Coast.

Human Environment

The historic industrial harbour at Trevaunance Cove forms part of the St Agnes to
Perranporth Area of Great Historic Value (AGHV).

Surfing is a popular recreational activity.

There is a public slipway and an access road which extends along the west shore of the
cove.

Buildings on the slope on the south side of the cove include a water pumping station, a
shelter and some housing.

North of the cove the cliffed coast is undeveloped with extensive former mine workings.
Fisheries contained at Trevaunance are visited by boats from the more productive ports
such as Padstow, St Ives and Hayle.

The South West Coast Path extends around the back of the beach.

Area of palaeo-environmental potential.
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