Land’s End to Hartland Point Shoreline Management Plan

- MANAGEMENT UNIT STATEMENT

 TREYARNON AND CONSTANTINE BAY

KEY CHARACTERISTICS
Location

This unit covers the adjacent bays of Treyarnon and Constantine. This forms a popular
amenity frontage, with a considerable amount of local tourist accommodation provision
(caravan/camp sites). The unit extend from Benges Cove in Treyarnon Bay to Constantine
Island. The south part of the unit is backed by scattered developments, with Constantine Bay
largely backed by a golf course.

Administrative Authority

North Cornwall District Council
Cornwall County Council

Nature of Existing Defences

Natural dunes backed by caravan park in Treyarnon Bay.

e Masonry/concrete walls and revetment defending sections of cliff at south end of
Constantine Bay, backed by isolated properties and footpath.

e Natural dunes backed by golf course in Constantine Bay.

Description of Beach

e Treyarnon Bay: funnel-mouthed between low cliffs with stream cutting through sandhill
backshore.

e Steady shore profile but base of UFS marked by band of shingle above seepage line;
LFS sand with small pebbles, stream spreads out.

e Medium sand and pebbles <10cm, <20cm in stream channel.

Slate and rounded vein quartz pebbles; very high percentage of carbonate.

Constantine Bay: open sandy foreshore with protecting headlands and

sand-hill.backshore; small dry valley through dunes leads to trough behind UFS berm at

N end; rocky LFS at S end.

UFS has steep beach face, low sand ridge on LFS; seepage line feeds runnel.

Very coarse sand to slate pebbles <20cm, pebbles along base of UFS.

Highest carbonate content of all beaches analysed: non-carbonate sources very minor.

Quartz/lithic/shell (Treyarnon) 5-15-80.

Quartz/lithic/shell (Constantine) 0-10-90.

Key Processes

e Beach was probably originally formed of glacial outwash material.

River valley Head deposits underlying sand were original beach material (Constantine
Bay).

Very limited feed of Head material from local cliffs prior to their protection.

Carbonate material today forms great majority of beach sediments.

Beach is stable given continued carbonate inputs.

Existing defences have no significant impact upon sediment transport.

Development at Risk

e At Treyarnon there are no assets at risk.

e One house on the Head cliffs in the south of Constantine Bay is at risk from erosion in the
long term.

e Erosion of toe of dunes at Constantine Bay poses no threat to backing golf course.
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Natural Environment / Conservation

Treyarnon Bay

The beach and adjacent rocky shore, cliff and cliff top habitats are all included within the
coastal CNC site and North Cornwall AGSV.
The beach falls within a section of coast designated both as AONB and Heritage Coast.

Constantine Bay

The beach and dune habitats at Constantine form part of the Trevose Head and
Constantine Bay SSSI. The diverse dune flora includes sea holly and Portland spurge
whilst the strandline vegetation includes sea rocket and frosted orache.

The dune habitats support several internationally protected species.

This wild, open beach to the south of Trevose Head has coastal landscape that is
designated both Heritage Coast and AONB.

Human Environment

There are two camp sites at Treyarnon Bay, one of which backs onto the beach.

The South West Coast Path follows the cliff line to the north and south of Treyarnon Bay
continuing along the beach frontage at Constantine Bay.

There are a number of hotels within a short distance of the beach.

Properties on north and south sides of Treyarnon and Constantine Bays behind dunes
and at Treyarnon Point with limited road access.

Access over dunes at southern end of bay to toilet facilities and a car park.

Surfing is a popular recreational activity at Constantine Bay.

The cliff castle at Treyarnon forms part of the Newquay-Porthcothan-Rumps Area of
Great Historic Value (AGHV).

Area of palaeo-environmental potential with an historic boat house at Treyarnon Bay.
Tourist and recreational facilities include a shop and café at Treyarnon.

Slipway access at Treyarnon.

Constantine Island and Booby's Bay are in National Trust ownership.
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