Land’s End to Hartland Point Shoreline Management Plan

KEY CHARACTERISTICS

Location

This unit covers the main area of developments at the back of Harlyn Bay. The wide amenity
beach fronting the unit is popular for surfing and has facilities including a surf life saving club
and car park at the back.

Administrative Authority

North Cornwall District Council
Cornwall County Council

Nature of Existing Defences

* Dunes fronting properties adjacent to road bridge.

* Profiled sand slope to edge of car park.

e Beach fronts building and electricity transformer station, with road and some domestic
properties in lower lying ground beyond bridge.

Description of Beach

Open beach with low fringing cliffs, wide LFS and stream at E end.
Stream deflected E and ponded by UFS ridge, drains by seepage during summer, by
channel flow in winter.
* UFS has slate pebbles at base of beach face, upper part machine-scraped daily in
summer.
LFS has extensive low sand ridge, wide rippled trough/runnel/pond area.
Beach rock deposits (cemented sand) in UFS.
Variable UFS at E end.
Quartz/lithic/shell 0-15-85.

Key Processes

Beach was probably originally formed of glacial outwash material.

River valley Head deposits underlying sand were original beach material.
No significant supply from river.

Very limited feed of Head material from local cliffs.

Carbonate material today forms great majority of beach sediments (85%).
Beach is stable given continued carbonate inputs.

Development at Risk

e Some threat to surf life saving club at back of beach due to retreat of beach.
e Erosion of toe of dunes immediately west of bridge will threaten properties.

Natural Environment / Conservation

e The beach, dune and intertidal habitats are included within the coastal CNC site and the
North Cornwall AGSV.

e The varied coastal scenery is included within the Cornwall AONB and the Trevose Head
Heritage Coast.
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Human Environment

Scattered properties on raised ground behind dunes.
Harlyn Bridge crosses the stream at the back of the beach providing road access.
Car park, surf life saving club building and a South West Electricity Board facility are the
only assets along the shoreline.

» Popular amenity beach with surfing and surf life saving regular activities.
The Prehistoric cemetery at Harlyn Bay forms part of the Porthcothan to Rumps Area of
Great Historic Value (AGHV) and is designated a Scheduled Monument.

e The South West Coast Path follows the low coastal slope and edge of the beach around
Harlyn Bay. : :

e Area of palaeo-environmental potential.
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