Land’s End to Hartland Point Shoreline Management Plan

KEY CHARACTERISTICS
Location

This Management Unit covers the historic fishing port of Padstow. The towns frontage is
dominated by the harbour, which is today home to an active fishing industry. This is also an
important tourist location due to both its character and as an access point to the Camel
Estuary.

Administrative Authority

North Cornwall District Council
Cornwall County Council

Nature of Existing Defences

e Masonry walls backed by small private harbour and residential properties to north of
Padstow Harbour.

e Masonry breakwaters protecting harbour.

e Masonry walls throughout and around harbour, backed by commercial centre of town and
industrial areas of dock.

e Masonry revetment along shoreline south of harbour in front of footpath and residential
properties behind.

Description of Beach

e Old Boat Yard is rocky foreshore with layer of sand, scoured by tidal flows in harbour
channel, large sand bank (Town Bar) on E side of channel.

e Padstow harbour entrance is soft muddy sand floor protected by piers, backed by tidal
flap gate; Town Bar opposite.

¢ Dinas as slaty foreshore partly scoured by tidal flows, large sand bank (Town Bar)
opposite.

e Fine-medium sand with high carbonate content is dominant sediment type, some slate
shingle on rocky sides to channel.

* Quartz/lithic/shell (average all beaches) 15-30-55.

Key Processes

Harbour frontage sheltered by sand accumulation on Town Bar.

Estuarine sand fed primarily from offshore sources, but also some fluvial material.
Some sediment dredged.

Channel tidal flows dominate sediment movement, with Town bar migrating slowly to
widen or constrict harbour channel.

Some inputs of carbonate material.

Channels in estuary are believed to migrate in a ‘cyclic’ manner.

* The existing defences are not detrimental to sediment supply or sediment transport.

Development at Risk
» Padstow will experience minimal erosion so long as main channel remains on east side of

estuary.
e Town centre is at risk from flooding.
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~ Natural Environment / Conservation

All of the intertidal and subtidal habitats within the Camel estuary are included within the
North Cornwall SMA. The Camel estuary is especially important for the extensive range
of both sandy and muddy substrates and for the bird life that they support.

The whole estuary is a CNC site.

The beautiful scenery of much of the estuary and its undeveloped margins are all
included within the Cornwall AONB.

Human Environment

Harbour arms shelter frontage, used for industrial, commercial and tourist related
activities.

A passenger ferry runs from the north end of the harbour across the estuary to Rock.
Padstow harbour handles 60,000 tonnes of general bulk cargo each year

There are approximately 200 small craft moorings within the harbour.

Commercial fishing is an important activity, (sixth largest port in Devon & Cornwall in
terms of fish landed).

Estimated 150,000 visitors/year stay in Padstow and surrounding parishes.

A walk / cycle route runs along the disused railway line along the Padstow frontage to
Wadebridge.

Two public slipways exist within the harbour. :
Water based recreation is popular and includes windsurfing, canoeing and sailing.
Padstow is designated a Conservation Area and Historic Settlement due to its Medieval
port; and its intertidal waters are an area of palaeo-environmental potential.
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