Land’s End to Hartland Point Shoreline Management Plan

KEY CHARACTERISTICS

Location

The developments of Polzeath and New Polzeath overlook the extensive beach of Hayle Bay.
The unit extends from the start of developments south of Tristram Cove to Pentireglaze
Haven north of New Polzeath. This is a largely developed frontage with cliffs either side of the
low lying centre of the bay.

Administrative Authority

North Cornwall District Council
Cornwall County Council

Nature of Existing Defences

Masonry walls in front of commercial/residential properties either side of beach.

e Timber walling at back of beach car park (primarily demarcation between road and car
park).

¢ Sand slope/dune face forming edge to car park and commercial properties.
Concrete wall beneath road at Cockett Haven.

Description of Beach

* Low-cliffed funnel-shaped bay with small stream flowing along SW side; sand-hill
backshore at head of bay.

e Fine-medium sand, pebbles of slate and vein quartz <10cm in stream channel.

e Quartz/lithic/shell 10-40-50.

Key Processes

Beach was probably originally formed of glacial outwash material.

Very little contemporary sediment supply from river.

May connect to Camel estuary sediment circulation system.

Minor feed of Head material from local cliffs.

Carbonate material today forms great majority of beach sediments.

Beach is stable given continued carbonate inputs.

The existing defences do not have a detrimental impact upon sediment supply or
transport.

Development at Risk

e Some threat to the road along the north side of the bay, with properties set well back from
the main points of erosion.

Natural Environment / Conservation

* At Polzeath, cliff and foreshore exposures within the Pentire Head SSSI form one of the
most important geological structures in southwest England. This is the so-called
“Polzeath Confrontation” with both northward and southward facing folds. This is a very
rare phenomenon and, on this scale, the Polzeath structure is probably unique in Britain.

* The beach and rocky intertidal habitats at Polzeath are also a core part of the Polzeath
Voluntary Marine Wildlife Area and North Cornwall SMA. The rocky pools support a rich
algal flora and the rare Celtic sea slug has also been recorded here. The intertidal and
subtidal habitats extend northwards towards Pentire Point.

* These northern cliffs form spectacular coastal scenery of both Heritage Coast and AONB
status.
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Human Environment

Wide beach used extensively for surfing.

Several developments line the centre of the beach including houses and a number of
commercial shops and cafes.

Parking facilities on the back of the beach itself.

There are set back developments along the flanks of the beach with a large car parking
area extending to the cliff edge in the south.

Land bordering the north of New Polzeath is undeveloped and in National Trust
ownership.

The South West Coast Path closely follows the edge of the bay.

Polzeath is of Medieval origin, containing Bronze Age barrows and a Post Medieval
landing place.

Area of palaeo-environmental potential.
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