Land’s End to Hartland Point Shoreline Management Plan

KEY CHARACTERISTICS

Location

This unit covers the developed frontage of Trevone, including both Porthmissen Beach and
the properties to the west. Shoreline assets along the frontage include roads, properties, car
parks, important geological sites and protected habitats. Porthmissen also provides a popular
amenity beach.

Administrative Authority

North Cornwall District Council
Cornwall County Council

Nature of Existing Defences

e Masonry seawall west of Pentowarra Point fronting properties, access road, coast path
and open space (site of archaeological importance).

e Structures (masonry wall and rock revetment) to east of Pentowarra Point defending
access road backed by residential properties.

» Seawalls fronting car park and access road to isolated properties.

Description of Beach

e Cliffed bay with central rock promontory.

e Main sandy bay with stream and semi-permanent LFS sand ridge/runnel/mid-bay-lagoon
feature.

* Medium sand to small pebbles on main beach.
Bay to W (Newtrain Bay) has extensive rocky foreshore with coarse sand, slate shingle
<30cm.

*  Quartz/lithic/shell 0-20-80.

Key Processes

Beach was probably originally formed of glacial outwash material.

Limited sediment supply from river.

Small amount of Head material fed from local cliffs.

Carbonate material today forms great majority of beach sediments.

Beach is stable given continued carbonate inputs.

The existing defences are not having a detrimental impact upon sediment supply or
sediment transport.

Development at Risk

¢ Sections of main road on south side of bay and access road to west at risk.
* Loss of car park retaining wall may affect its stability.

Natural Environment / Conservation

e Trevone Bay and adjacent coastline is one of the most complex geological SSSIs on the
north Cornwall coast.

» Pentonwarra Point on the west side of the bay is the GCR type locality for the
Pentonwarra Point Goniatite Band, the richest fossiliferous locality within the Trevose
Slates providing a useful horizon for correlating Devonian-aged rocks in the south west.

* The GCR site on the eastern side of Trevone Bay shows a small, high level, differentiated
intrusive dolerite that is different in chemistry and mineralogy to all other Hercynian
greenstones.
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Land’s End to Hartland Point Shoreline Management Plan

The rocky shores at Trevone are some of the most extensive and interesting on the north
Cornwall coast. They are included within the North Cornwall SMA. Trevone was a special
study site following the Torrey Canyon disaster. :

The spectacular coastal scenery, including cliffs, arches, stacks and collapsed caves to
the north, is included within both the Trevose Head Heritage Coast and the Cornwall
AONB.

Human Environment

An unmetalled access road extends along the western frontage of the low cliff top.

A few large properties are located behind the access road.

A car park on the south side of the beach provides an important access facility to this
amenity beach.

The South West Coast Path follows the shoreline of the bay.

Prehistoric submerged forest recorded at Porthmissen beach.

High concentration of Iron Age, Romano-British and early Medieval burial remains in
Trevone Bay.
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