Land’s End to Hartland Point Shoreline Management Plan

KEY CHARACTERISTICS

Location

Boscastle is a deep narrow harbour backed by a picturesque village which is largely owned
by the National Trust. The management unit covers the entire area within, and including, the
two breakwaters.

Administrative Authority

North Cornwall District Council
Cornwall County Council

Nature of Existing Defences

e Masonry breakwaters protecting harbour from waves.
e Low walls alongside footpath and properties within harbour.

Description of Beach

Narrow cliff-sided sinuous valley of River Valency.

e Slate gravel to medium sand in stream bed, also boulders on small outwash fan at LWM,
sand in lee of S breakwater. :

e Quartz/lithic/shell 20-60-20.

Key Processes

e Sediments within harbour are primarily valley Head deposits and fluvial material.
* Some carbonate material within sand portion of beach sediments.

* Material held in place, and sheltered, by harbour arms.

e The existing defences will not have a detrimental impact upon sediment processes.

Development at Risk

e Flooding due to high water levels is only significant threat.
* Harbour arms would degrade in long term with no maintenance.

Natural Environment / Conservation

e The vegetated cliffs and clifftops on the seaward edge of Boscastle exhibit a rich and
diverse range of habitats including maritime grassland, heathland and scrub. All of these
are within the extensive coastal cSAC site and the associated Tintagel Cliffs SSSI and
the Boscastle-Widemouth SSSI.

» Boscastle marks the northern end of the North Cornwall Sensitive Marine Area. Here the
rock faces below the algal zone are dominated by a wide variety of sponges and
bryozoans.

e The coastal cliffs and outcrops at Boscastle provide important, accessible exposures of
highly contorted Carboniferous slates, siltstones and sandstones of the Crackington
Formation. This GCR site has played an important part in establishing the complex
structural history of southwest England.

* The picturesque harbour, headlands and high cliffs provide some of the most Spectacular
coastal scenery in Cornwall; all designated Heritage Coast and AONB.
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Human Environment

The Medieval port now provides a haven for inshore commercial and amateur fishing and
leisure boating activities.

Boscastle Harbour provides one of few havens for boats on this section of the north
Cornish coast.

The majority of land is owned by the National Trust, including the historic harbour
breakwaters.

Boscastle is designated a Historic Settlement and falls within the Trebarwith-Tintagel-
Bossiney-Boscastle Area of Great Historic Value (AGHV).

The South West Coast Path extends along the harbour frontage.

Road access runs along the south side of the harbour and into the village.

Tourist and recreational facilities include car parking, a visitor centre and toilet amenities.
Sailing and walking are popular recreational activities.

Public slipway access within the harbour.

Area of palaeo-environmental potential.
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