Land’s End to Hartland Point Shoreline Management Plan

KEY CHARACTERISTICS

Location

This unit covers the whole of Crackington Haven Cove, from Bray’s Point to near Black Rock.
The frontage includes the two cliffed lengths on either side of the cove, and the developed
area at its head. ;

Administrative Authority

North Cornwall District Council
Cornwall County Council

Nature of Existing Defences
¢ Masonry wall fronting domestic properties and road.
Description of Beach

e Funnel-mouth cove where two steep-sided valleys converge, streams join below road
bridge and form pool behind coarse shingle storm beach.

UFS steep and shingly, sand on shingle in lower part.

Top of LFS has rounded boulders <40cm, medium sand downshore.

Variable UFS profile.

Quartz/lithic/shell (sand fraction) 20-60-20.

Key Processes

e Beach is located on infilled buried valley, and formed predominantly of the fill material
(head).

* Material derived from erosion of local cliffs is main contemporary source of beach

sediment.

Some carbonate material within sand portion of beach sediments.

River supplies limited amount of gravel material to beach.

Beach will remain stable provided sediment inputs from cliffs are maintained.

The existing defences are not interrupting sediment supply or transport.

Development at Risk

e Long term erosion of (unprotected) Head cliffs could destroy Surf Life Saving Club.

e Erosion would also ultimately expose main river channel exposing road, car park and
developments to flooding and erosion.

* Property on north side of beach at risk from erosion if fronting wall allowed to fail.

Natural Environment / Conservation

e The coastline between Crackington and Widemouth is a geological site of outstanding
importance for its exposures of the entire Namurian succession within the Crackington
Formation. The cliffs and intertidal exposures have yielded rare goniatite fossils and the
area is heavily used for the study of palaeogeography, sedimentation and tectonics.

e The adjacent cliffs and clifftop habitats within the overlapping Boscastle to Widemouth
SSSI are amongst some of the most diverse and important in Europe. These are all an
integral part of the cSAC site that includes all of the vegetation cliff habitats from Tintagel
to Hartland and Clovelly. One important feature of this site, which is particularly well
illustrated at Crackington is the zonation from sea cliff through maritime grassland, heath
and scrub into woodland communities.
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e The beach at Crackington and the adjacent spectacular cliffs, including the highest cliffs
in Cornwall, are all within the Cornwall AONB and Pentire Point to Widemouth Heritage
Coast.

Human Environment

A car park, pub, shop and café back onto the cove.

Surfing and surf life saving are popular recreational activities with a surf life saving club to
the south side of the haven.

Sand extraction is legitimately practised here under the 1609 Sea Sand Act.

Land bordering the north and south of the Haven is in National Trust ownership.

The South West Coast Path extends around the edge of the Haven.

There is road and slipway access to the beach.

Post Medieval sea defences, pier and tank trap are located at Crackington.

Forms part of the Trebarwith-Tintagel-Bossiney-Boscastle Area of Great Historic Value
(AGHV).
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