Land’s End to Hartland Point Shoreline Management Plan

KEY CHARACTERISTICS

Location

This unit covers the adjacent bays of Port Isaac and Port Gaverne, and is essentially
delimited by the developed coastline. The frontage includes Port Isaac harbour, the
developments at the head of Port Gaverne Bay, and the short length of coast between the
two which has numerous properties near the cliff top.

Administrative Authority

North Cornwall District Council
Cornwall County Council

Nature of Existing Defences

Breakwaters protecting harbour at Port Issac.

Masonry walls within harbour at Port Issac, many of which are walls of buildings.
Slipway at back of Port Issac harbour.

Masonry walls and slipway in front of road and properties at Port Gaverne.

Description of Beach

* Narrow cliffed coves with streams, Port Isaac with two breakwaters creating low-energy

zone.

Port Isaac has rock at each side with sand and shingle in middle.

UFS pebbles of rounded vein quartz, subrounded slate <10cm; LFS medium-coarse sand
with pebbles.

e Port Gaverne: rock at surface or close beneath, with shingle ridge near HWM and
medium sand to pebbles of vein quartz, slate and volcanics <15cm: vein quartz pebbles
in stream; becoming smaller on LFS.

* Quartz/lithic/shell (average all beaches) 20-50-30.

Key Processes

Port Isaac

Beach is located on infilled buried valley, and formed predominantly of the fill material.
Beach held in place, and sheltered, by harbour arms.

Supply of fluvial material to beach.

No significant inputs from cliffs outside of harbour.

Carbonate material is a significant input to beach sediments.

Beach will remain stable with inputs matching any erosion losses.

The existing defences are not detrimental to sediment processes.

Port Gaverne

Beach is located on infilled buried valley, and formed predominantly of the fill material.
Waste material from local slate quarrying has built beach in past.

Limited supply of fluvial material.

Some inputs from cliffs along back of beach.

Carbonate material is a key contemporary input to beach sediments.

Slow attrition of slate fragments will result in slight reduction in beach volume.

The existing defences are not detrimental to sediment processes.
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Development at Risk

e Long term erosion threat to properties above cliffs outside of harbour on east side of Port
Isaac.

Deterioration of walls at the back of Port Isaac cove would threaten integrity of properties.
Very long term loss of Port Isaac harbour arms without maintenance.

Access road along cliff top between bays at erosion risk in long term.

Road at back of Port Gaverne beach threatened by roll-back of sand, or erosion under
severe conditions.

Natural Environment / Conservation

e The outstanding beauty of the coastal landscape is highlighted by its designation as a
Heritage Coast and AONB.

e This, and adjacent, intertidal and subtidal habitats are an integral part of the North
Cornwall Sensitive Marine Area.

e A coastal Cornwall Nature Conservation site covers the adjacent coastal habitats and
slightly overlaps the frontage at the east and west edges, covering the cliffs and intertidal
habitats.

Human Environment

Slipway access for fishing vessels at Port Isaac.

Moorings within Port Isaac harbour for visiting yachts.

Car parking on back of beach at Port Isaac.

Both beaches provide popular tourist and recreational amenities.

National Trust own coastline of Port Gaverne

The South West Coast Path follows the shoreline of both inlets.

Road access at the back of both beaches links the two developments.

Port Isaac is designated a Conservation Area for its Medieval harbour with remains of a
protective Tudor pier visible on the north shore, fish cellars and two lifeboat stations.
Post Medieval landing place at Port Gaverne.

e Area of palaeo-environmental potential.
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