Land’s End to Hartland Point Shoreline Management Plan

KEY CHARACTERISTICS
Location

This unit covers the short area of developments at the head of Port Quin bay. Port Quin is
partially owned by the National Trust, and was once a well used harbour with its own fishing
company. Today the picturesque hamlet has a number of holiday homes, and provides an
amenity beach popular for watersports due to the shelter afforded.

Administrative Authority

North Cornwall District Council
Cornwall County Council

Nature of Existing Defences
e Masonry walls and slipway in front of properties and road at back of the cove.
Description of Beach

* Narrow cove with stream, small drowned valley with high side cliffs and steep seaward
gradient.

Foreshore has rock at surface or close beneath.

Shingle patches near cove head, sand further down.

Medium sand to pebbles mainly slate, some vein quartz <20cm.

Quartz/lithic/shell 5-80-15.
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Key Processes

Beach material aerived from local cliffs over geological timescales.

Boulders are slowly broken down to form finer beach material — majority is coarse.
Fluvial inputs are negligible.

No feed from external littoral sources.

Carbonate material forms part of sand material on lower foreshore.

Beach will remain stable with inputs of material balancing losses.

No detrimental impacts upon sediment supply or transport by existing defences.

Development at Risk

» Long term erosion of walls at back of cove is possible, but little real threat.

Natural Environment / Conservation

e The intertidal and subtidal habitats are an integral part of the North Cornwall SMA. The
subtidal habitats have a dense kelp forest with a rich bryozoan fauna. The subtidal
communities at Kellan Head are some of the richest on this section of coast.

e The Port Quin RIGS site exposes Devonian slates with fossil ammonites and adjacent
vein mineralisation.

e The adjacent maritime grassland, cliffs and intertidal habitats are all within the CNC
coastal site the- extends from Hayle Bay to Tintagel.

* The picturesqu coastal hamlet is within the Pentire Point to Widemouth Heritage Coast
and the Cornw: .i AONB.
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Human Environment

e Picturesque harbour is a popular tourist attraction with the historic waterfront largely
intact.

Few residential properties with a cottage at the back edge of the beach.

Slipway and road access at back of beach with car parking facilities.

Jet skis are banned from launching at Port Quin.

The National Trust own the foreshore and backing land along the western shore of the
beach.

The South West Coast Path follows the shoreline on either side of the cove.

e Area of palaeo-environmental potential.
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