Land’s End to Hartland Point Shoreline Management Plan

KEY CHARACTERISTICS

Location

The frontage of this unit is formed in a wide low section of coast, flanked by high cliffs. This
provides good access to the shoreline, and as a result there are now developments close to
the coast. The unit covers the partially developed frontage, extending from just south of
Widemouth Tea House to Lower Longbeak point.

Administrative Authority

North Cornwall District Council
Cornwall County Council

Nature of Existing Defences

e Masonry wall and rocks fronting private car park at Black Rock.
e Rock revetment fronting car park at Widemouth Sand.

Description of Beach

» Wide open-aspect foreshore with extensive wave-cut rock surfaces; divided into two
compartments by rocky promontory, interconnecting at LFS.

e UFS very wide, sand with streaks of shingle on upper levels, cobbles at N end and on S
side central promontory; cobble shingle at cliff-foot at S end.

e LFS partly wave-cut rock foreshore; well marked seepage line, sand with streamlets and
(S part) low sand ridge and runnel; cobble shingle revealed in runnel.

e Quartz/lithic/shell 15-50-35.

Key Processes

e Beach is located on infilled buried valley, and formed predominantly of the fill material
(Head).

» Material derived from erosion of local Head cliffs is main contemporary source of beach

sediment.

Some feed of eroded material from cliffs to south.

Carbonate material is a significant source of beach sediment.

Slight reduction of beach volume in future, through attrition of lithic material.

Existing structures have little impact upon sediment supply or transport.

Development at Risk

* Loss of car park areas and amenity buildings through erosion of the low Head cliffs, under
do nothing.
e Salthouse Cottage on cliffs to north of bay will be threatened by erosion in future.

Natural Environment / Conservation

» The cliffs and intertidal exposures on the south side of Widemouth Bay mark the northern
boundary of the Boscastle to Widemouth SSSI.

e This includes the geological GCR site that extends between Widemouth and Crackington
exposing the entire Namurian succession of the Crackington Formation. These deposits
have yielded rare goniatites as well as being an outstanding site for the study of
palaeogeography, sedimentation and tectonics.

* The coastal cliff and clifftop habitats to the south of Widemouth are amongst some of the
most important vegetated sea cliffs in Europe and are included in the cSAC site that
extends from Tintagel to Hartland and Clovelly.
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Widemouth marks the northern boundary of the spectacular coastal scenery within the
Pentire Point to Widemouth Heritage Coast and the Cornwall AONB.

The clifftop grassland and heathland habitats that extend from Lower Longbeak to Bude
on the north side of Widemouth are within a coastal CNC site.

Human Environment

Widemouth Sand is a popular tourist beach with excellent surfing conditions.

A number of residential properties are set behind a large car park and the main access
road in the centre of the beach.

There are car parking facilities to the southern end of the beach. Any significant
developments here, such as the Widemouth tea house, have been set back from the
edge of the beach.

Tourist and recreational amenities include shops, a café and toilet facilities.

There is slipway access along the frontage.

The South West Coast Path flanks the edge of the shoreline.

Mesolithic/Neolithic submerged forest has been recorded at the north of Widemouth
Sand.

A historic saltworks, Romano-British settlement remains and prehistoric flints have been
recorded at Widemouth.
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