Rame Head to Lizard Point Shoreline Management Plan

KEY CHARACTERISTICS

Location

This unit covers that part of the Estuary considered to be directly affected by marine processes (ie.
wave action). The unit does not include Pont Pill or the river upstream of the Boddinick Ferry. Included
are the frontages of Polruan, Bodinnick, Fowey and Readymoney Cove.

Administrative Authority

Caradon District Council (East of River)
Restormel Borough Council (West of River)
Cornwall County Council

Nature of Existing Defences

e Seawalls, including walls to base of properties, and quays at Polruan fronting residential
properties.

Walls and quays at Polruan fronting boatyards.

Variety of quays and walls at Fowey protecting commercial and residential properties.

Various walls and cliff stabilisation measures protecting highway and properties at Readymoney.
Beach recharge placed at Polruan and Readymoney from dredging.

Description of Beach

Polruan

e Medium-sand to 10cm pebbles, finer grained upshore.

e Local slate and dumped dredgings of shells, quartzite pebbles.

e Small shingle bank in front of "Waterfront" may be result of dumping for protection.
e Quartz/lithic/shell 15-60-25.

Fowey
e Medium sand to 10cm pebbles, more sandy at top of beach.

e Local slate and quartz-veined shore rocks; some rounded/subrounded, others
angular/subangular.

e Quartz/lithic/shell 20-65-15.

Readymoney Cove
e Coarse shingle, minor matrix of very coarse sand.

e Vein quartz common, rounded to subangular, local slate pebbles subrounded to subangular; few
greenstone (basic igneous), and broken shell.
e Quartz/lithic/shell 20-70-10.

Key Processes

e The beaches at Polruan and Readymoney Cove are maintained/enhanced by dredge spoil from
within Fowey Estuary.

e Subangular pebbles at Fowey probably from very local source, more rounded ones from channel
or possibly dredgings.

e Presence of a few flint pebbles at Fowey suggests that ship ballast discharge has occurred locally
(probably 19th Century or earlier).

» Presence of rounded vein quartz pebbles at Readymoney, in company with less rounded slate
pebbles suggests derivation from a river terrace.

» Exsting defences are having no detrimental impact upon sediment processes.
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Development at Risk

If defence/harbour structures were not maintained properties along waterside would be lost.
The existing defences are having no detrimental impacts upon sediment processess.

Natural Environment / Conservation

Polruan at the entrance to the Fowey Estuary marks the western end of the Polruan to Polperro
SSSiI although this does not overlap with the built-up environment.

The beautiful estuarine landscapes are of Heritage Coast and AONB status.

Important intertidal or sub-tidal habitats, especially the Eelgrass beds, within the estuary.

Human Environment

The majority of the coastal strip around Polruan and some land around Readymoney Cove is in
National Trust ownership.

Industrial developments dominate the waterside at Polruan and Fowey, with wharfs and quays
linked to the economic operation of the harbour.

Passenger and vehicle ferries run from Polruan to Fowey and Boddinick to Fowey respectively.
Readymoney Cove provides an important tourist beach with road access and car parking
facilities.

The harbour is continuously dredged, with 70-80,000 tonnes removed annually.

The Harbour has 1500 mooring berths for recreational and commercial use with capacity to create
more if required.

Fowey is listed as a Historic Settlement.

Polruan, Fowey and Bodinnick are designated as Conservation Areas due to their historic
character.

Remains of the Blockhouse on the Fowey frontage are designated a Scheduled Monument
(reelaced by 16" century St Catherine’s Castle).

15' century Blockhouse remains at Polruan.

Fowey Harbour is an area of palaeo-environmental potential.
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STRATEGIC OPTIONS

Implementation Lengths (see map)

Polruan - developed frontage of town.

Fowey north — developed and largely defended frontage.
Fowey south — developed and undefended frontage.
Readymoney Cove - largely defended amenity beach area.

BOWON=

Options Considered (see Impacts Matrix)

On the currently defended lengths, 1, 2 and 4, the proximity of backing developments makes any set
back under either do nothing or retreat the line unacceptable.

Within length 3 there are properties and roads close to the edge of the undefended low cliffs,
however, the low rate of erosion means no properties are considered to be at risk in the short term.
There is however the possibility of long term threats to properties so do nothing is not an appropriate
long term strategy.

A long term advance strategy would offer no additional benefits to hold the line for most of these
lengths, and would impinge upon the nature conservation value of the frontage, thus it is not
considered below for lengths 3 or 4. Only on the Polruan and Fowey north frontages would advance
the line give any benefits, through the potential for port related developments.
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