Rame Head to Lizard Point Shoreline Management Plan

KEY CHARACTERISTICS

Location

The developed Looe and Hannafore frontages, including the east and west banks of the Looe
River, up to the road bridge, form this unit.

Administrative Authority

Caradon District Council
Cornwall County Council

Nature of Existing Defences

e Concrete stepped revetments and walls protecting cliffs and commercial premises at rear
of East Looe beach.

e Low quay walls throughout along both sides of the river, fronting commercial centre of
Looe.

e Masonry wall and revetment along foot of low cliffs at Hannafore, fronting highway and
residential properties.

Description of Beach

East Looe
e Beach maintained by presence of massive pier and rocky promontory on the east side.
e Small sand crest at HWM, steeper profile on seaward side.

e Fine-medium sand and scattered pebbles <5cm, shell fragments common at top and
bottom of beach.

e High carbonate content of sediment suggests good supply of shell material.
e Quartz/lithic/shell 15-50-35.

Hannafore

e A high energy exposed foreshore with 80% bare rock and little beach material
e Sediments held in compartments protected between rock ridges on UFS

o Slate and vein quartz pebbles <10cm common with sandy matrix

e Quartz/lithic/shell 10-80-10

Key Processes

e Estuary area of River Looe is oversized and acts as a sediment trap, but during
exceptional floods sediment may be swept into the bay and end up on the beach.

e East Looe beach formed almost entirely of fluvial material, from East and West Looe
Rivers.

East Looe beach is stable due to continued fluvial inputs.
Hannafore beach will remain relatively stable due to protection afforded by rock platform.

None of the existing defences produce significantly detrimental effects upon sediment
processes.

Development at Risk

Primary risk to Looe is from flooding

Failure of defences at Looe would result in erosion, and loss of properties and harbour
structures.

e Without defences retreat at Hannafore Point would be similar to cliffs to west, ie 5m over
next 100 years threatening the road and approaching the edge of the hotels, etc.
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Natural Environment / Conservation

e The estuary at Looe, the adjacent rocky foreshore and offshore waters are an area of
high marine nature conservation interest. These intertidal and sub-tidal habitats fall within
the Looe Voluntary Marine Conservation Area.

» The rocky coast supports rich seaweed communities especially around Hannafore Point.

Human Environment

Road access to East Looe and Hannafore beaches.
Parking and associated tourist / recreational facilities.
East Looe provides the principal amenity beach and has numerous tourist shops and
facilities on the backing frontage.
Mooring facilities for approximately 55 commercial fishing vessels and 130 pleasure craft.
Historic fishing settiement, the medieval ports of East and West Looe contain remains of
quays, breakwater, limekilns, canal, warehouses and an infilled tide mill.

e Area of palaeo-environmental potential.
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STRATEGIC OPTIONS

Implementation Length (see map)

1 East Looe Beach — developed / defended frontage.
2 Looe River — developed / defended frontage along river banks to bridge.
3 Hannafore — defended frontage.

Options Considered (see Impacts Matrix)

Throughout the East and West Looe and Hannafore frontages, developments and the road
extend to near the edge of the coast, with the proximity of these backing developments
making any set back under either do nothing or retreat the line unacceptable.

The environmental value of the intertidal habitats (as part of the Looe VMCA) within this unit
together with its landscape and amenity value makes an advance of defences unacceptable
throughout.
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