Rame Head to Lizard Point Shoreline Management Plan

KEY CHARACTERISTICS

Location

The unit includes Polperro Harbour and the adjacent lengths of cliff which are backed by
properties. This extends from Tinker's Cove in the east to Peak Rock in the west.

Administrative Authority

Caradon District Council
Cornwall County Council

Nature of Existing Defences

Harbour breakwaters protect developed areas against direct wave attack.

Tide gate between breakwaters at entrance to harbour filters tidal ingress.

Flood prevention scheme, with outfall in cliffs west of the harbour.

Stone quays around harbour in front of commercial properties and fish offloading /
storage area.

Description of Beach

Beach steepens slightly at LWM, adjacent to harbour channel.
Medium sand to 5cm pebbles of local slate; cobbles and pebbles common at harbour
mouth.

e Pebbly sand exposed at low water is shaped by wave action and moved into protected
areas.
e Quartz/lithic/shell 10-50-40.

Key Processes

e Beach is located on infilled buried valley, and formed predominantly of the fill material
(head).
Very limited supply of material from river.
Very slow reduction in beach volume, as there is little contemporary input.

» Existing defences will have no significant impacts upon sediment processes.

Development at Risk

e Without maintenance there would be a very long term loss of the harbour structures.

Natural Environment / Conservation

e The picturesque fishing village of Polperro lies at the eastern end of the Gribbin Head to
Polperro Heritage Coast, forming part of the Cornwall AONB.

e Polperro is at the eastern end of an extensive biological SSSI supporting nationally
important coastal habitats and associated rare species within the adjacent Polruan to
Polperro SSSI.

e Known or potential new locations for the internationally important Shore Dock that has a
large number of recorded sites within the SSSI.
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Human Environment

Mooring facilities for fishing industry within the harbour.

Fishermen’s cottages, quays, stores, boatyards and associated infrastructure situated
along harbour frontage.

Road access to Polperro beach.

Tourist and recreational facilities

Slipway access within harbour.

National Trust own the coastal strip, including the cliffs, around Downend Point and into
Polperro.

Medieval fishing harbour with historic watch house.

Polperro is a designated Conservation Area.

Submerged forest recorded at Polperro.
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STRATEGIC OPTIONS

Implementation Lengths (see map)

1 Tinkers Cove to harbour east pier — undefended cliffs backed by developments.

2 Polperro Harbour, including the two piers — entirely defended with developments around
edge of harbour.

3 Harbour west pier to Peak Rock — undefended cliffs backed by developments.

Options Considered (see Impacts Matrix)

Throughout the unit developments extend to near the edge of the coast. Within the harbour
either properties or access roads are located around the edge of the quay walls, making any
set back under either do nothing or retreat the line unacceptable due to the loss of property.

In length 1 there is a strip of land (narrowing towards the harbour) between the cliff top and
the backing properties, some of which may be at long term erosion risk. Similarly in length 3
properties are very close to the cliff edge with the resistant cliff geology limiting erosion rates,
although in the long term there may be some threat to the properties. This possible threat
makes a long term do nothing approach unacceptable. The proximity of properties to the cliff
edge in length 3 makes a retreat strategy unacceptable, however there may be scope for this
as a long term strategy in 1.

The environmental value of the intertidal habitats outside of the harbour together with the
landscape value of the frontages makes an advance of defences unacceptable in lengths 1
and 3.

SMP/VOLUME 1/PART 5/4.99 6D-1.41 HALCROW















