Rame Head to Lizard Point Shoreline Management Plan

KEY CHARACTERISTICS

Location

The extent of coastal development in the village of Gorran Haven forms the limits of this unit.
The frontage extends from Great Perhaver Point, in the north, to the breakwater, in the south,
including Little Perhaver and Gorran Haven beaches.

Administrative Authority

Restormel Borough Council
Cornwall County Council

Nature of Existing Defences

Seawalls fronting residential properties.
Breakwater on south side of the bay.

Description of Beach

Variable geology: slate, with dolerite dyke with overlying gravel terrace (Little Perhaver
Point) and Dodman slates to S.

Low discontinuous shingle storm-beach ridge at head of cove.

UFS is medium-coarse sand with scattered slate pebbles <15cm.

LFS medium sand.

Quartz/lithic/shell 15-50-35.

Key Processes

Beach is located on infilled buried valley, and formed predominantly of the fill material
(Head).

Limited feed of Head material from cliffs to east.

Beach is currently depleting due to limited inputs and winnowing of material.

Existing defences are not diminishing sediment supply nor interrupting to sediment
transport to other areas.

Breakwater instrumental in assisting beach stability along southern part of the bay in front
of existing defences.

Development at Risk

Lowering beach will ultimately result in erosion/loss of beach edge and cliff top properties.

Long term loss of quay under ‘do nothing’ would cause exposure/erosion of town
frontage.

Natural Environment / Conservation

The steep cliffs adjacent to Gorran Haven expose geological features of national
importance at the eastern end of the extensive geological SSSI that stretches from
Cuckoo Rock to Turbot Point. At Perhaver Point felsic volcanic pillow lavas are exposed
whilst the cliffs behind Great Perhaver Beach are important for a fossil-rich detached
block of Ordovician quartzite.

Nationally important coastal scenery within the Cornwall AONB.
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Human Environment

Breakwater at southern end of Gorran Haven sheltering town frontage.

Residential development to the very edge of the cliffs extending behind the harbour area.
Gorran Haven is designated a Conservation Area due to its historic fishing harbour.

An historic battery and medieval chapel back Little Perhaver and Great Perhaver beaches
respectively.

Land to the south of the pier is in National Trust ownership centred on Maenease Point.
Road access and parking facilities at Gorran Haven Beach.

Various tourist and recreational facilities.

Slipway access within the harbour.
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STRATEGIC OPTIONS

Implementation Lengths (see map)

1 Great Perhaver Point to Little Perhaver Point — undefended cliff backed by housing.
2 Little Perhaver Point to Gorran Haven breakwater — largely defended frontage with
extensive development.

Options Considered (see Impacts Matrix)

In length 1 there is a strip of land (in places very narrow) between the cliff top and the backing
properties, some of which are at long term erosion risk. This possible threat makes a long
term do nothing approach unacceptable. The proximity of properties to the cliff edge in certain
locations makes a general retreat strategy unacceptable, although there may be scope for
this as a long term strategy in some parts.

Within the currently defended length (2), the proximity of backing developments makes any
set back under either do nothing or retreat the line unacceptable.

A long term advance would offer no additional benefits to hold the line on either of these
lengths, and would impinge on SSSI geological exposures as well as acting to limit sediment
movements along the frontage, thus it is not considered further.
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