Rame Head to Lizard Point Shoreline Management Plan

KEY CHARACTERISTICS

Location

This unit covers the Par Harbour frontage from the edge of the Par Beach dunes through to
Spit Point. The frontage includes the walls both outside and within the harbour, which is
entirely owned and run by English China Clay International.

Administrative Authority

Restormel Borough Council
Cornwall County Council

Nature of Existing Defences

e Breakwater protecting harbour basin.
e Masonry walls along east face of port.
e Small groyne at western end of management unit, retaining beach sand.

Description of Beach
e None present.

Key Processes

China Clay waste material (forming Par Beach) causes siltation of harbour.

Par Beach to the east currently advancing, may affect mouth of Harbour.

Groyne retains sand to west but this does not present any problems for this or adjacent
management units.

Development at Risk

e Without maintenance harbour structures would fail in long term.
Loss of China Clay facilities located within harbour.

e Loss of harbour arm would expose currently undefended frontage to full marine conditions
with potential loss of China Clay facilities.

Natural Environment / Conservation

e There are no nature conservation interests within Par Harbour.

e This is adjacent to the Par Beach LNR, which supports the nationally rare plant, sea
knotgrass

Human Environment

Par Harbour has considerable economic importance.
The harbour is operated solely for the processing and export of china clay, with
essentially no other industry or recreational uses.
e Par Docks are owned by ECCI and 60% of the 300 million tonnes of Kaolin Products
(china clay) produced by ECCI each year is dried at Par.
The harbour is heavily used with 414 vessels recorded during 1997.
Annual dredging of 45kt of material to maintain navigation within the harbour.
Pipeline facilities transport china clay to Harbour.
Post medieval historic port.
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Rame Head to Lizard Point Shoreline Management Plan

STRATEGIC OPTIONS

Implementation Length (see map)

1 Dunes to Spit Point — entire frontage of Par Harbour.

Options Considered (see Impacts Matrix)

With the exception of a short length immediately in the lee of the harbour arm, there are
quays and harbour walls throughout this unit, with ECCI infrastructure located around the
harbour. The proximity of these developments to the edge of the harbour, along with the role
of the quays and walls in the operation of this as a commercial port makes any set back under
either do nothing or retreat the line unacceptable due to the economic losses.
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