Rame Head to Lizard Point Shoreline Management Plan

KEY CHARACTERISTICS

Location

The extent of coastal development around Portscatho defines the limits of this unit. The
frontage forms a shallow bay, fronted largely by an intertidal rock platform.

Administrative Authority

Carrick District Council
Cornwall County Council

Nature of Existing Defences

e Various masonry walls in front of residential properties, harbour quay and access road.

Description of Beach

e Beach shows gradation from predominantly sandy at N (Porthcurnick) to rocky
(Portscatho) (centre and S).
At Portscatho, beach is small shingle patches between rock outcrops.
Beach material is coarse sand to large pebbles.
Quartz/lithic/shell (Portscatho) 25-65-10.

Key Processes

* Relic beach deposits form a thin veneer over the foreshore rock platform.

» Beach sediment volume will gradually reduce as there is no contemporary supply.

e The existing defences will not have any significant impact upon sediment supply or
sediment transport.

Development at Risk

e Possibly increased exposure/erosion of unprotected cliffs to north, no properties
threatened.

e If main frontage on Head deposits, loss of defences would result in loss of many
properties.

Natural Environment / Conservation

e Porthscatho falls within the Roseland-Dodman Heritage Coast and the Comwall AONB
amongst beautiful rolling coastal scenery that epitomises this part of the south Cornwall
coast.

e The cliff and coastal habitats, adjacent to Porthscatho, form part of the suite of Comwall
Nature Conservation Sites.

e Recently a number of new locations for the internationally rare shore dock have been
found on the cliffs to the south of Porthscatho.

e The intertidal and sub-tidal habitats form part of the extensive Sensitive Marine Area that
stretches from The Dodman to The Lizard.

e The nearshore waters of Gerrans Bay are an internationally Important Bird Area for the
numbers of wintering diving species that the area regularly supports.
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Human Environment

e Residential properties and a coast road providing road access back the beach.

e Portscatho is a designated Conservation Area containing a number of historic structures
including a medieval harbour, historic pilchard cellars and a coastguard station.

e Slipway access to the south of the frontage.

e Small fishing fleet within the Harbour.

e Sailing is a popular recreational activity.

e Some tourist and recreational facilities including parking within Portscatho village.

e The National Trust own land on the northern edge of the village.

e Area of palaeo-environmental potential.
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STRATEGIC OPTIONS

Implementation Lengths (see map)

1 Portscatho north — undefended cliffs backed by gardens and properties.

2 Portscatho centre — entirely defended with developments around edge of coast.

3 Portscatho quay to Pencabe Point - largely undefended low cliffs backed by
developments.

Options Considered (see Impacts Matrix)

Throughout the unit developments are close to the edge of the coast. Within length 2 either
properties or access roads are located around the edge of the defence walls, making any set
back under either do nothing or retreat the line unacceptable due to the loss of property.

In length 1 the properties are set well back and fronted by long gardens. The cliffs over this
length are largely stable, with very low predicted erosion rates. Thus there is no threat to
economic assets, which together with the conservation value of the cliffs makes any
intervention strategies unnecessary.

On length 3 properties and the access road are located very close to the edge of the coast,
and there are some short lengths of private defences. On the undefended lengths there is
little immediate risk to properties, however, there is a potential for long term erosion making a
do nothing strategy unacceptable.

A long term advance would offer no additional benefits to hold the line in any of these lengths,
and would impact on the nature conservation and landscape value the frontage.
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