Rame Head to Lizard Point Shoreline Management Plan

KEY CHARACTERISTICS

Location

This unit includes the entire frontage of east and west Portholland. The two areas of
settlement are located within the east and west coves, separated by a small headland around
which runs an access road linking the settlements.

Administrative Authority

Restormel Borough Council
Carrick District Council
Cornwall County Council

Nature of Existing Defences

Masonry wall protecting road and properties against erosion at eastern boundary.

e Concrete apron and walls to the rear of East Portholland Cove protecting road and
properties against flooding.
Masonry wall at base of cliffs (road above) between East and West Portholland.
Low concrete wall at rear of West Portholland Cove fronting unpaved car parking area
and derelict buildings.

Description of Beach

Open aspect pocket beach extending W past low rocky headland to West Portholland.
UFS has a fan of large rounded cobbles and subrounded boulders, periodically exposed
and covered (winter/summer).

Mobile UFS material is sand and fine slate-fragment shingle.

LFS is sand with braided stream channels.

Variable profile *** periodical monitoring surveys recommended.

Shingle predominantly slate pebbles with a few vein quartz and shell fragments.
Quartz/lithic/shell (sand fraction) 10-80-10.

Key Processes

Local cliffs, now protected, were original source of beach material.

Limited input from rivers and breakdown of boulders.

Beach material moves between east and west coves.

Beach level may reduce due to low contemporary inputs.

Defences within each cove are not detrimental to sediment supply or sediment transport.

Wall along base of cliff between coves could be restricting future supply of sediment to
local beaches.

Development at Risk

* Road between bays, on Head slope, will be lost without provision of cliff stabilisation
measures.
Flooding, and eventual erosion, of properties would result from ‘do nothing’ for east cove.

Loss of part of car parking area and derelict buildings from do nothing in West
Portholland.
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Natural Environment / Conservation

e The cliffs and intertidal outcrops here are an integral part of the geological SSSI that
stretches from Cuckoo Point to Turbot Point. The sections between East Portholland and
Cadythew expose rudites that are important for helping to elucidate the complex
geological history of this part of the South Cornwall coast.

The cliffs are possible locations where Shore Dock could be found.

The coastal scenery is of national importance, being both Heritage Coast and AONB.
Intertidal and sub-tidal habitats are of national importance as part of the Dodman to Lizard
Sensitive Marine Area.

Human Environment

Slipway at East Portholland cove backed by coast road and car parking facilities.
Residential properties to the East side of East Portholland.

Connecting road along slope between East and West Portholland.

West Portholland is fronted by an unpaved car park and buildings in disrepair.

A series of residential properties lie behind the car park.

Some tourist and recreational facilities.

A slipway, smithy and limekilns have been recorded at the twin coves of East and West
Portholland.

e Area of palaeo-environmental potential.
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STRATEGIC OPTIONS

Implementation Lengths (see map)

1 East Portholland — low developed frontage, entirely defended.
2 East Portolland to West Portholland — headland with access road.
3 West Portholland — defences backed by car park, with properties set back.

Options Considered (see Impacts Matrix)

In length 1 developments would be at risk from erosion and flooding under a do nothing
scenario, making this an inappropriate option. There is some space available between the
developments and current defences, giving the potential for retreat. However, this would offer
no additional benefits to a hold strategy and would entail considerable defence works. Thus
retreat is not appropriate.

Around the headland, in length 2, the cliff toe is currently defended with the access road
between East and West Portholland located on the backing slope. Any set back under either
do nothing or retreat the line is unacceptable in the short term over this frontage due to the
loss of this communication link.

On the West Portholland frontage (length 3) the only assets close to the current defences are
an informal parking area and a number of derelict houses, making retreat a viable option. Do
nothing is, however, not considered as this would possibly threaten the integrity of the road in
the long term.

A long term advance would offer no additional benefits to hold the line throughout the unit,
and would impact on geological conservation, thus it is not considered further.
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