Rame Head to Lizard Point Shoreline Management Plan

KEY CHARACTERISTICS

Location

This unit includes the entire frontage of Porthluney Cove, which falls within the Caerhays
Estate. The cove has open low cliffs on either side of the beach and is backed by low lying
land.

Administrative Authority

Restormel Borough Council
Cornwall County Council

Nature of Existing Defences

Timber piles and low masonry walls at back of beach fronting car parking area and
highway beyond.

Description of Beach

Beach spans wide valley mouth with flat backshore.
Marked change of slope at foreshore break (seepage line).
UFS pebbly sand ridge at HWM, even slope below.

LFS has low sand ridges and runnel.

Medium sand to pebbles <15cm.

Pebbles around stream mouth and in adjacent storm ridge.
Quartz/lithic/shell 10-60-30.

Key Processes

Beach is located on infilled buried valley, and formed predominantly of the fill material
(head).

Some beach material derived from erosion of flanking Head cliffs.

Beach will remain stable in future.

The defences limit the dune/beach interaction to some extent, but this is not considered to
be significant in terms of beach stability.

Development at Risk

Long term deterioration of defences would result in sand movement over car park and
road.

Natural Environment / Conservation

Although the beach itself is excluded from the SSSI the adjacent cliffs and intertidal rock
exposures are an integral part of the extensive Cuckoo Rock to Turbot Point SSSI. This
site exhibits a range of exposures through the Meneague Formation of the Devonian
Gramscatho Group of rocks.

The area is also of national landscape importance being within the Dodman-Roseland
Heritage Coast as well as an integral part of the Cornwall AONB.

The offshore waters are an Important Bird Area for the wintering great northern divers.
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Human Environment

Road access to Porthluney Cove.

There are two car parks behind Porthluney Cove beach.

The cove is backed by the Caerhay’s Castle Estate, with the castle itself, set just inland.
The garden at Caerhay’s is listed in EN’s Register of Parks and Gardens of historic
interest and extends to the foreshore.

Post medieval limekiln and a canon recorded from the intertidal area of the cove.

Area of palaeo-environmental potential.
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STRATEGIC OPTIONS

Implementation Lengths (see map)

1 Porthluney Cove east — cliffs backed by undeveloped land.
2 Porthluney Cove centre — low defended frontage.
3 Porthluney Cove west - cliffs backed by undeveloped land.

Options Considered (see Impacts Matrix)

Within lengths 1 and 3 erosion of the cliffs has no impact on either built or environmental
assets and material from their Head component is the main contemporary source of beach
sediments for Porthluney Cove. Thus it is considered important for erosion of these cliffs to
continue, making hold the line unacceptable on these frontages.

Within the currently defended length (2) a long term loss of defences would result in the
retreat of beach and dunes onto the backing car parks, with some sand movement onto the
road. This loss of facilities would be unacceptable to the landowners and for the amenity
value of the beach. Do nothing is therefore not appropriate.

A long term advance would offer no additional benefits to hold the line in length 2, and would

impact on geological conservation and sediment supplies in 1 and 3, thus it is not considered
further.
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