Rame Head to Lizard Point Shoreline Management Plan

KEY CHARACTERISTICS

Location

This unit covers the picturesque fishing village of Portloe. The frontage included is essentially
that covered by coastal developments around Portloe Cove.

Administrative Authority

Carrick District Council
Cornwall County Council

Nature of Existing Defences

Short breakwater and walls to cliffs alongside slipway.

Description of Beach

No beach present.

Key Processes

No significant contemporary sediment feed.
Low cliffs within cove are largely stable, formed of resistant rock topped by Head material.

Development at Risk

Predicted cliff top retreat does not threaten properties.

Natural Environment / Conservation

Portloe falls within a particularly beautiful part of the Roseland Peninsula and is rightly
designated both as Heritage Coast and AONB.

The cliffs on the east side of the harbour mark the western end of the extensive coastal
geological SSSI that stretches all the way from Cuckoo Rock to Turbot Point.

This section of the SSSI is particularly important for the limestone fossils found within the
melange-dominated Meneague Formation of the Devonian Gramscatho Group of rocks.
The intertidal and sub-tidal habitats here are within the nationally important Dodman to
Lizard Sensitive Marine Area.

The cliffs adjacent to Portloe are also potential new locations for the internationally rare
Shore Dock.

Human Environment

Small fishing fleet operating from the village that is sheltered by a breakwater.

The Lugger Hotel and various cottages back onto the slipway, extending round the edge
of the cove.

A coastal road runs through the village.

The National Trust own a small area of undeveloped land on the southern edge of the
village, above the cliffs.

Portloe is designated as a Conservation Area due to its historic fishing interest including a
breakwater, slipway, pilchard cellars and a converted lifeboat house.

Road access and car parking facilities for Portloe beach.

Some tourist and recreational facilities.
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Rame Head to Lizard Point Shoreline Management Plan

STRATEGIC OPTIONS

Implementation Length (see map)
1 Portloe — coastal extent of village developments within cove.
Options Considered (see Impacts Matrix)

Throughout the unit developments extend to near the edge of the coast. The frontage has a
combination of low cliffs and a low point at which there is an access slipway. The proximity of
developments to the edge of the coast throughout the unit makes a long term strategy of
either do nothing or retreat inapplicable due to the possible threats to property.

On both the defended and undefended sections a long term advance would offer no
additional benefits to hold the line, and would impact upon the geological interest of the cliffs,
thus it is unacceptable.
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