Rame Head to Lizard Point Shoreline Management Plan

KEY CHARACTERISTICS
Location

This unit includes the majority of the developed frontage of Falmouth within the Fal Estuary.
The frontage runs from Greenbank Quay (the upstream SMP limit in the Penryn River) to
Pendennis Point. This includes Falmouths main commercial frontage, Falmouth Docks and
the east facing section of cliffs below Pendennis Castle.

Administrative Authority

Carrick District Council
Cornwall County Council

Nature of Existing Defences

e Various masonry walls (many forming the base of buildings) and quays providing a fully
defended frontage to predominantly commercial properties north of the docks.
e Wharfs and quays throughout the docks.

Description of Beach

Shingle mainly slate pebbles and coarse sandy matrix, may include some mine waste.
Shingle and sand confined to UFS, LFS mainly weed-covered rock.

Sand in cove S of Royal Cornwall Yacht Club may have been introduced.
Quartz/lithic/shell 30-60-10.

Key Processes

Limited intertidal area, with very little material movement over sheltered frontage.
e Greenbank Quay at N end and Custom House Quay etc restrict longshore drift; small
beaches are captive pockets with no obvious replenishment.

» Generally existing defences are having no significant detrimental impacts upon sediment
processes.

Development at Risk

e Defences support properties, quays and access road which would be threatened under
do nothing.

Natural Environment / Conservation

All of the built up areas are outside the Heritage Coast or AONB.

e All of the sub-tidal waters within the adjacent estuary and the nearshore waters of
Falmouth Bay are of international importance for their habitats and associated species,
forming an integral part of the Fal-Helford candidate marine SAC.

e The nearshore waters support internationally important numbers of wintering birds
especially divers and are included within the South Cornwall Important Bird Area (IBA).

Human Environment

e Predominantly commercial developments along the Falmouth seafront interspersed with
some new residential development areas.

e Popular tourist destination, with shops, pubs, cafés, etc along the cobbled main street,
and many hotels and guest houses throughout the town.
e Numerous passenger ferries and pleasure cruises operate from the seafront piers.
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Several quays and jetties along the town’s frontage used for a variety of activities
including fishing, boat hire and pleasure cruises.

Extensive moorings and yacht havens.

Periodic slipway access along the majority of the Falmouth frontage.

Commercial port and associated infrastructure handling over 200 vessels a year for
repair, discharge of cargo or general port services.

Future plans for the port include the continuing development of reclaimed land to extend
quays and working areas, which may result in the need for dredging in the vicinity of the
new quays and in approach channels.

Popular location for watersports, particularly sailing but also SCUBA diving, wind surfing,
gig rowing, water skiing and angling.

Sailing activity is focused on the Falmouth frontage west of the docks, and into the
Penryn River with several sailing clubs along the Falmouth frontage.

Falmouth is designated a Historic Settlement and Conservation Area due to its medieval
historic port and dockyard, containing early quays, seawalls and waterside buildings of
historic importance.

Prehistoric submerged forest recorded along Falmouth waterfront.
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STRATEGIC OPTIONS
Implementation Lengths (see map)

1 Greenbank Quay to Falmouth Docks - intensely developed town frontage.
2 Falmouth Docks - operational port frontage.
3 Docks to Pendennis Point — largely undefended Pendennis Headland.

Options Considered (see Impacts Matrix)

On the currently defended lengths, 1 and 2, the proximity of backing developments makes
any set back under either do nothing or retreat the line unacceptable.

Within length 3 the coastline is of historic significance as part of the Pendennis Castle military
complex, with the access road around Pendennis Headland located on the coastal slope. The
road is not considered to be at risk in the short term. There is, however, the possibility of long
term erosion threats due to rising sea level, so do nothing is not considered an appropriate
long term strategy.

A long term advance strategy would offer no additional benefits to hold the line on the
Pendennis frontage, and would impinge upon the historic and nature conservation value of
the frontage, thus it is not considered below. In the remainder of the unit advance would offer
benefits, through the potential for amenity or port related developments.
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