Rame Head to Lizard Point Shoreline Management Plan

KEY CHARACTERISTICS

Location

This unit comprises the developed frontage of Flushing, downstream of the SMP limit. This
extends from the start of properties west of Trefusis Point, around New Quay, to the Town
Quay, which forms the SMP upstream limit within the Penryn River.

Administrative Authority

Carrick District Council
Cornwall County Council

Nature of Existing Defences

Occasional walls to individual property frontages between Kiln Quay and New Quay.
Masonry walls throughout length north of New Quay, mostly fronting domestic properties.
Quays also providing car parking areas.

Gate across slipway proposed to reduce flood risks.

Description of Beach

Flushing Point
e Mainly weed-covered rock, no significant sediment.

Flushing Waterfront
» Sediment collects in corners of jetties, also seaweed.

e Shingle mainly subangular slate fragments but contaminated with shells from fish
restaurant and builders rubble.

High percentage of carbonate probably due to restaurant.
Quartz/lithic/shell 10-60-35.

Key Processes

e Very limited foreshore area on west facing, sheltered, frontage.
e Relic beach overlies rock platform on south facing frontage.
* No detrimental effects upon sediment processes from existing defences.

Development at Risk

» Properties, quays and access road which would be threatened under do nothing, on west
facing frontage.

* Main village frontage is currently at risk from flooding, over low level walls.

e Private gardens and some properties at long term risk on south facing frontage.

Natural Environment / Conservation

e Flushing is a picturesque village with distinctive architecture and a nationally important
landscape as part of the Cornwall AONB.

e The intertidal rock cliffs to the west of Trefusis Quay support nationally and internationally
important rocky shore habitats within the Lower Fal and Helford Intertidal SSSI and
candidate SAC site.

e The intertidal habitats within the village are excluded from the SSSI and cSAC but the
CSAC designation includes all of the sub-tidal waters and habitats between Flushing and
Falmouth.
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Human Environment

Flushing is a predominantly residential village, with a small centre containing a number of
shops.

A shipyard on the frontage is used for the storage and maintenance of private yachts.
Several residential properties are situated along the shoreline.

To the east of New Quay the properties are more spaced and set slightly back from the
shoreline edge.

A passenger ferry service runs from Town Quay, across the river, to Falmouth.

The harbour facilities at Flushing are primarily used by yachts and fishing boats.

Several quays line the coastal frontage.

Quay wall at Flushing is listed.

Flushing is designated a Conservation Area due to its historic port.

Area of palaeo-environmental potential.
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STRATEGIC OPTIONS

Implementation Lengths (see map)

1 Start of developments to New Quay — properties, with scattered private defences.
2 New Quay to Town Quay — backed by properties and car parks.

Options Considered (see Impacts Matrix)

On the currently defended length (2), the proximity of backing developments makes any set
back under either do nothing or retreat the line unacceptable.

Within length 1 there is generally a narrow strip of land between the low cliff and properties,
some of which (at either end of the length) are potentially at long term erosion risk. The
sheltered location of this frontage limits the amount of erosion currently experienced,
however, greater periods of wave action at the cliff toe as a result of sea level rise will
increase the threat of erosion, making a long term do nothing strategy unacceptable.

A long term advance strategy would offer no additional benefits to hold the line for either
length, and would impinge upon the cSAC designated nature conservation value of the
frontage, therefore it is not considered further.
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