Rame Head to Lizard Point Shoreline Management Plan

KEY CHARACTERISTICS
Location

This unit covers the waterside properties of the village of St Just. This frontage provides an
access slipway, and is a popular base for sailing. The sheltered frontage is used extensively
as a boat storage area during the winter.

Administrative Authority

Carrick District Council
Cornwall County Council

Nature of Existing Defences

e Short masonry wall protects properties near mouth of the creek.

e Masonry wall (level reduces) provides access/slip road to foreshore, with commercial
premises behind.

e Previously maintained but relatively static shingle spit providing hardstanding for boats.

Description of Beach

Creek-head beach with large shingle bar above HWM used for boat storage.

Three small shingle ridges on UFS generated by wave action have steep shoreward
slopes, ultimately feed onto shingle bar.

Shingle is angular to subangular vein quartz and slate fragments.

Between shingle ridges are flat cobbles, pebbles, sand, shells and weed.

Beach substrate (hard packed shingle with cobbles) exposed on LFS.
Quartz/lithic/shell 20-75-5.

Key Processes

e Relic beach on sheltered frontage.

e Shingle spit, extending north, shelters backing basin.

* None of the existing defences are having a detrimental impact upon sediment supply or
transport.

Development at Risk

» Defences support access road which would be threatened under do nothing.
e Long term erosion of cliffs will result in loss of land, and possibly properties.

Natural Environment / Conservation

e St Just is considered one of the most beautiful villages in Cornwall, sheltered on the east
side of the Fal Estuary within a coastal landscape of AONB status.

e Although the intertidal habitats within St Just Creek are excluded from the intertidal SSSI
or candidate SAC designations, all of the sub-tidal waters within St Just Pool are of
international importance.

e The candidate Marine SAC includes the northern limits of the extensive area of living
calcified seaweed, maerl, including two species of international importance. Here too
there are important Eelgrass or Zostera Beds that support a rich and diverse sub-tidal
marine flora and fauna.

e Messack Point marked the northern boundary of the Roseland Voluntary Marine
Conservation Area that has now been incorporated into the much more extensive
Falmouth Bay and Estuaries Initiative and cSAC site.
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Human Environment

Agricultural and undeveloped land under National Trust ownership landward of St Just.
Coastal access road ends in a slipway, adjacent to a series of boat houses along the
coastal frontage.
Properties to the south of the slipway are close to the top of the coastal slope.
Boat storage area in St Just Creek for numerous private yachts and other sailing craft
when not in use.

o Sailing related income is crucial to economy of area.

The early medieval Parish Church of St just is a listed building and situated on the edge
of the creek.
e Area of palaeo-environmental potential.
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STRATEGIC OPTIONS
Implementation Lengths (see map)

1 Start of developments to end of slipway — properties, with scattered defences.
2 End of slipway to end of spit — undeveloped area used for boat storage.

Options Considered (see Impacts Matrix)

There are a number of large properties around the shoreline of length 1, with the remainder
comprising private gardens, access roads and sailing facilities. The developments closest to
the edge of the low cliff currently have some form of defence in place, with the access slipway
supported by a wall. The extent of current defence, along with the possibility of increased
erosion risks due to rising sea level, make a long term do nothing or retreat strategy
throughout unacceptable.

On length 2 the main contemporary use of the beach and spit is for boat storage, with the spit
also acting to shelter the backing mud basin which has St Just Church on its edge. The
potential loss of sailing facilities (and the related economy) and increased exposure of assets
around the backing basin, make a long term do nothing strategy unacceptable for the spit.

A long term advance strategy would offer no additional benefits to hold the line for either
length, and would impinge upon the cSAC designated nature conservation value of the
frontage, thus it is not considered further.
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