Rame Head to Lizard Point Shoreline Management Plan

KEY CHARACTERISTICS
Location

This unit comprises the St Mawes frontage from the SMP limit at Polvarth Point to the end of
developments on Castle Drive. This frontage is essentially developed throughout, and
includes St Mawes Castle and harbour. It's location near the mouth of the estuary makes this
the most exposed developed frontage within the Fal.

Administrative Authority

Carrick District Council
Cornwall County Council

Nature of Existing Defences

Masonry walls fronting highway and properties behind Summers Beach.

e Lower level walls behind breakwater/quay, backed by highway and commercial
properties.

e Masonry seawall alongside highway, backed by domestic properties, between quay and
Tavern Beach.

e Masonry walls surrounding grounds of St Mawes Castle.

Description of Beach

Relatively small UFS on a mainly cliffed sea front.
Summers (East) Beach and Tavern Beach both thin shingle over shallow rock platform
with rocks showing on LFS.
Town Beach lies at mouth of buried valley and rock is deeper.

» Sandy shingle on all three beaches, subangular vein quartz pebbles and slate fragments
with coarse sandy matrix.

e Vein quartz more common on Summers Beach due to Head nearby.

e Quartz/lithic/shell (Summers Beach) 30-60-10.

e Quartz/lithic/shell (other beaches) 20-60-20.

Key Processes

St Mawes’ beaches were originally formed of head deposits.

No significant contemporary source of beach material.

Tavern and Summers Beaches may deplete as they are exposed to wave attack.

Town beach will be stable as it is sheltered by the Quay.

The existing defences are not significantly detrimental to sediment supply or sediment
transport mechanisms.

e Loss of the breakwater/quay would increase exposure of some areas to wave
overtopping and flooding.

Development at Risk
e Undermining of the wall around Tavern Beach will threaten the road and houses it

supports.
» Loss of Quay through ‘do nothing’ would expose town frontage to flooding and erosion.
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Natural Environment / Conservation

The cliffs and intertidal habitats within the immediate confines of St Mawes are excluded
from the Lower Fal and Helford Intertidal SSSI and the candidate Marine SAC.

The Percuil River is an integral part of the Fal and Helford Marine cSAC exhibiting a
range of internationally important and fragile intertidal and sub-tidal habitats.

The estuary to the east and north of St Mawes contains the largest area of living maerl,
calcified seaweed, in southern Britain including two internationally rare species.

The whole of the east side of the Fal Estuary including St Mawes exhibits landscape of
the highest importance within the Cornwall AONB.

Human Environment

Harbour facilities at St Mawes for yachts and fishing boats.

Key hotels and tourist accommodation are found at St Mawes,

Agricultural and undeveloped land bordering the west of St Mawes is under National
Trust ownership, extending to St Just in Roseland.

Small sheltered beach at St Mawes with some amenity use but poor access.

Harbour popular with tourists and recreational users providing various facilities.

Coastal road provides access to the shoreline backed by residential housing.

Two commercial boat yards on the eastern shore of St Mawes one of which has slipway
access.

Further slipway access at Polvarth Point and north east of St Mawes Castle.

St Mawes is designated a Historic Settlement and Conservation Area due to the medieval
port and numerous historic buildings surviving around the harbour, including historic fish
cellars and boatyards at Polvarth.

St Mawes Castle, a 16" Century fort, is designated a Scheduled Monument.

Area of palaeo-environmental potential.
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STRATEGIC OPTIONS
Implementation Lengths (see map)

Polvarth Point to Summers Beach — undefended frontage with scattered properties.
Summers Beach to Tavern Beach — developed frontage defended throughout.
Tavern Beach to St Mawes Castle — undefended frontage with developments.

St Mawes Castle — castle walls at top of rock slope.

Castle Drive — undefended frontage with scattered properties.
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Options Considered (see Impacts Matrix)

On the currently defended length (2), the proximity of backing developments makes any
retreat under either do nothing or retreat the line unacceptable. Similarly, at St Mawes Castle
any retreat would be unacceptable, but in this instance due to the historic significance of the
Castle.

Within lengths 1, 3 and 5 there is a narrow strip of land between the cliff top and properties
and roads, some of which are potentially at long term erosion risk. The rocky intertidal on
these lengths protects the low cliffs and limits retreat rates, although the threat of erosion
makes a long term do nothing strategy unacceptable.

A long term advance strategy would offer no additional benefits to hold the line for any of
these lengths, and would impinge upon the nature conservation value of the frontage,
therefore it is not considered further.
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