Rame Head to Lizard Point Shoreline Management Plan

KEY CHARACTERISTICS

Location

This unit includes the entire developed frontage of Coverack, including both Coverack and
Perprean Coves. This picturesque village is very popular with tourists, and is also of
significant environmental interest. A key feature of the frontage is its geological interest, which
is of international importance.

Administrative Authority

Kerrier District Council
Cornwall County Council

Nature of Existing Defences

Low concrete wall limiting cliff erosion in front of single property at North Corner.
Tipped rock limiting erosion of road near Bay Hotel.

Masonry walls alongside highway, backed by residential properties.

Masonry harbour breakwater.

Scattered boulders to limit erosion of car park at Dolor Point.

Description of Beach

Wide pocket beach exposed to E with low cliffs in mid part.

Shingle UFS in S part has pebbles, cobbles and boulders of local bedrock lodged
between outcrops and against sea walls.

UFS in N part is cobbly shingle.

Beach has bedrock exposed and near surface over most of its length.

Sand ridge near LWM but not a constant feature.

Quartz/lithic/shell (sand fraction) 10-80-10.

Key Processes

» Beach formed predominantly of material derived from local cliffs, now largely defended.
* Some gravel material supplied from undefended cliffs to east.

e Minor sediment inputs from river.

* Internal redistribution of material along frontage, with draw-down during easterly storms.
» Beach is relatively stable due to limited inputs, but long term trend is uncertain.

e Existing defences limit supply of material to local beaches but do not significantly interrupt
sediment transport.

Development at Risk

e Toe of wall supporting road is currently being undermined, and will continue if not
protected.

 Cliffs behind defences would erode (if formed of Head — presently unknown but probable)
under do nothing, resulting in loss of main access road and possibly properties.
* Harbour structures would be at risk in long term without maintenance.
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Natural Environment / Conservation

Coverack is a picturesque fishing village within the Cornwall AONB.

The rocks exposed on the cliffs and beach at Coverack form part of one of the most
famous geological localities within Britain. Here peridotites, serpentine, gabbro and
basaltic dykes provide critical evidence as to the age of The Lizard igneous rocks and
ophiolite structure. The exposures here also provide a rare and almost continuous
section across a palaeo-Moho or mantle-crust boundary.

The intertidal and marine habitats are within the Dodman-Lizard SMA.

Human Environment

The main road (B3294) joins the frontage towards the north of the village, running along
the top of its defences, providing the only access for much of the village.

Residential properties in the north of the village are well spaced with gardens extending
to the cliff edge.

Local and tourist facilities include shops, cafés and a hotel.

Coverack is designated a Conservation Area for its medieval harbour where over a dozen
fish cellars and a lifeboat station were once in operation.

The historic harbour houses a small fishing fleet of seven or eight boats up to 18 feet in
length and a number of private pleasure craft.

The Paris Hotel public house and a number of properties are situated close to the cliff top
edge at Dolor Point.

The South West Coast Path extends along the Coverack frontage.

Car parking facilities are set back from the beach within the village.

There is slipway access within the harbour for fishing boats and recreational users.

Post medieval quarry.

SMP/VOLUME 1/PART 5/4.99 6D-5.51 HALCROW




Rame Head to Lizard Point Shoreline Management Plan

STRATEGIC OPTIONS

Implementation Lengths (see map)

1 Start of developments to North Corner — eroding cliffs backed by developments.
2 North Corner to Paris Hotel — entirely defended developed frontage.

3 Perprean Cove — undefended cliffs backed by developments.

Options Considered (see Impacts Matrix)

Within lengths 1 and 3 developments are set a little way from the clifftop edge, and are not
considered to be at risk from erosion in the short term. There is however the possibility of long
term threats to properties so intervention options must be considered.

On the currently defended length, 2, the proximity of backing developments makes any set
back under either do nothing or retreat the line unacceptable.

A long term advance would offer no additional benefits to hold the line in any of these lengths,
and would cover foreshore areas of geological importance, therefore it is not considered
further.
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