Rame Head to Lizard Point Shoreline Management Plan

KEY CHARACTERISTICS

Location

This unit includes Maenporth beach, which falls within the administrative area of Carrick
District Council but is backed by land within Kerrier District, as the boundary between the two
runs directly behind the beach. The beach is backed by a road and properties, along with a
currently unmanaged area of lagoon.

Administrative Authority

Carrick District Council
Cornwall County Council

Nature of Existing Defences

* Natural beach and low lying dune fronting road, hotel and brackish lagoon, with car park
situated within the dune.

Description of Beach

» Sandy pocket beach between protecting cliffed headlands, acting as barrier beach to two
small swampy streams.

UFS has steep face but LFS is flat, low sand ridge and runnel.

Pebbly sand <10cm forms beach face.

Subangular slaty vein quartz and slate pebbles predominant.

Quartz/lithic/shell (sand fraction) 25-50-35.

Key Processes

e Beach is located on infilled buried valley, and formed predominantly of the fill material
(Head).

Supply of fluvial material now cut-off by road.

Very limited inputs of material from adjacent head cliffs.

Possible supply of carbonate material from offshore Maerl beds.

Beach should remain stable with inputs matching erosion losses.

Development at Risk

» Defence loss under do nothing would cause beach roll back onto car park and road.
e Possible flooding risks to restaurant.

Natural Environment / Conservation

e Maenporth is backed by a degraded dune system and partly brackish wetland and open
water habitats of local conservation importance.
This part of the coastline is within the Cornwall AONB.
The sub-tidal and offshore waters comprise part of the Fal-Helford candidate Marine SAC
site.

e The nearshore waters are an Important Bird Area for the wintering bird species that occur
here.
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Human Environment

Car parking facilities back onto the beach.

A raised bank behind the beach protects the Maenporth coast road.

Backing the road in the centre of the bay is a restaurant.

A large housing area extends along the coastal slope near to the cliffs in the south of the
bay.

The South West Coast path extends along the entire coastal frontage.

A prehistoric submerged forest has been recorded at Maenporth.

e Post medieval coastguard house.
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STRATEGIC OPTIONS

Implementation Length (see map)
1 Maenporth Beach — defended frontage backed by road and developments.

Options Considered (see Impacts Matrix)

Along the back of the beach the proximity of the road and backing low lying developments
makes set back under either do nothing or retreat the line unacceptable.
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