Rame Head to Lizard Point Shoreline Management Plan

KEY CHARACTERISTICS

Location

This unit covers the small fishing village of Porthoustock, with the frontage including the
beach and the jetties on the north and south sides of the cove. The beach has been artificially
built out in recent history by large inputs of waste material from quarrying activity on the
adjacent lengths of coast. Of significant importance here is the West of England quarry on the
south side of the cove. This once disused quarry has recently been reopened and is being
used for Gabbro extraction. The backing village has developments set back from the beach.

Administrative Authority

Kerrier District Council
Cornwall County Council

Nature of Existing Defences

e Wide beach in front of undeveloped land backed by residential properties.
e Other derelict structures either side of beach but not providing any defence function.

Description of Beach

Pocket beach infilled with large amounts of quarry waste shingle and cobbles <50cm.
Stream flows through channel along S side of beach and soaks into shingle.
Hard-packed shingle backshore has low-lying area.

Storm beach of medium-coarse shingle <30cm, steep seaward UFS face with mid-slope
berm showing sand patches.

Subrounded-subangular pebbles show slightly coarser to N.

Quartz/lithic/shell (sand fraction) 0-100-0.

Key Processes

* Beach is formed almost entirely of waste quarry material.
e Very minor sediment supply from river.
e Beach will remain stable due to quantity of material present.

Development at Risk

e Extent of beach and open space behind mean no risks to backing development.

Natural Environment / Conservation

» The cliffs, intertidal exposures and quarry on the south side of the beach are an important
part of the extensive SSSI that extends from Coverack to Porthoustock. The geology
here exposes swarms of basic dykes intruded into gabbro rocks helping to elucidate the
complex evolution of The Lizard ophiolite.

» The intertidal and marine waters offshore are part of the Dodman-Lizard Sensitive Marine
Area SMA.

e The coastal scenery forms part of the Cornwall AONB.
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Human Environment

A small but locally important fishing fleet is situated at Porthoustock.

The large open West of England Quarry is located on the south side of the village has
recently been reopened.

There are large jetties on both sides of Porthoustock Cove.

The wide beach is used for car parking and the storage of both fishing and sailing boats.
There are several residential properties to the back of the cove.

Tourist and recreational amenities include a shop, public house and restaurant.

Scuba diving is a popular recreational activity and individuals often launch off the public
beach.

Road access and the South West Coast path extend behind Porthoustock Cove.

Post medieval quay containing pilchard cellars, a capstan and a historic landing place.
Area of palaeo-environmental potential.
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STRATEGIC OPTIONS

Implementation Length (see map)
1 Porthoustock beach — wide beach backed by undeveloped strip.
Options Considered (see Impacts Matrix)

The set-back position of developments at the back of this wide beach means that there would
be no threats to property even were there to be some roll-back of the beach under rising sea
levels. Thus intervention to prevent any movement is unnecessary making either hold or
advance strategies unacceptable, particularly as both would also impact on the aesthetic
quality of the frontage.
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