Rame Head to Lizard Point Shoreline Management Plan

KEY CHARACTERISTICS

Location

This unit covers the small fishing village of Porthallow. The frontage included is that of the
beach which has been artificially built out in recent history by large inputs of waste material
from quarrying activity on the adjacent lengths of coast. The backing village has
developments to the edge of the beach.

Administrative Authority

Kerrier District Council
Cornwall County Council

Nature of Existing Defences

e High/wide beach backed by low masonry wall in front of mainly domestic properties.

Description of Beach

Pocket beach infilled with large amounts of quarry waste shingle and cobbles <50cm.
Stream from valley behind seeps through beach to small outflow pipe.

Hard-packed shingle backshore margined by prominent storm beach, steep seaward UFS
face with two small mid-slope berms.

* Shingle of subrounded-subangular pebbles with subrounded cobbles at S end: finer
grained on lower beach face.

e Quartz/lithic/shell (sand fraction) 0-95-5.

Key Processes

e Beach is formed almost entirely of waste quarry material.
e Very minor sediment supply from river.
» Beach will remain stable due to quantity of material present.

Development at Risk

» Vast extent of beach will protect backing developments under do nothing.

Natural Environment / Conservation

Porthallow is on the east side of The Lizard within the Cornwall AONB.

e Although the beach at Porthallow is excluded from the Meneague Coastal Section SSSI,
the cliffs and intertidal exposures on either side of the beach are of outstanding
importance for the geological features to be found here. Porthallow marks the boundary
between the igneous rocks to the south where they have been thrust over the sheared
and metamorphosed sediments to the north. The outcrops here are therefore critical in
helping to understand the evolution of The Lizard ophiolite. The intertidal and marine
habitats are within the Dodman-Lizard SMA.

Human Environment

Small but locally important fishing fleet.
River is culverted beneath beach to prevent fluvial flooding of village.
Tourist attraction of the fishing industry.

The beach here has been artificially built out and the area above high water is used for
boat storage and car parking.
e A number of houses line the back of the beach.
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Public house at the southern end of the beach.

Road provides access to Porthallow Cove and the beach area above HWM is used for
car parking.

Some tourist and recreational facilities in village.

Three historic fish cellars are recorded at Porthallow.

Area of palaeo-environmental potential.
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STRATEGIC OPTIONS

Implementation Length (see map)
1 Porthallow beach — wide beach backed by properties.
Options Considered (see Impacts Matrix)

The proximity of properties to the back of the beach in this unit makes a retreat of the defence
line (ie the back of the beach) unacceptable. An advance strategy is also unsuitable as it
would offer no additional benefits to a hold the line strategy, whilst detracting from the
aesthetic quality of the frontage.
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